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1. Why comments?

Online news comments are a rich resource for computational linguists Can be used to tackle research questions around
They are an excellent source of evaluative and argumentative language; dialogic structure Journalism and public opinion
They contain examples of toxic language, sarcasm, and well-informed constructive language Online language
They also contain information about people's opinion on important issues and policies Human conversation

The raw corpus comprisesgpinion articles from the Canadian national newspapéhe Globe and Mai
for a 5-year period (January 2012-December 2016), plus all comments posted in response to the artic
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Articles corpus Comments corpus Comment-threads corpus
(10,339 articles) (663,173 comments) (303,665 threads)

5. Constructiveness and toxicity annotations

Constructive comments targespeci ¢ points ; provide appropriate evidence; o er a solution to the
Issues discussed In the article; share a relggetsonal story or experience; andencourage other readers
to participate in the discussion.

Very toxic Please stop whining. Trump Is a misogynist, racist bu oon and perhaps worse. Clintpn
IS ethically challenged and craven in what she will tolerate in her lust for power. Neiltljer
of them Is a stellar representative of their gender. Next time, put up a female candidgte




