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suddenly or unexpectedly and require urgent or quick responses. Examples include 
natural disasters, large communicable disease outbreaks, environmental disasters and 
humanitarian emergencies. Such emergencies may represent significant risks for 
participants in ongoing research or in new research initiated as a result of the emergency. 
Potential participants who may not normally be considered vulnerable may become so by 
the very nature of the public emergencies, while those already vulnerable may become 
acutely so. 

 
During publicly declared emergencies, the REB must have established procedures to 
continue to provide the necessary research ethics oversight. Research ethics review 
during publicly declared emergencies may necessitate the use of innovative practices. 
Depending upon the nature of the emergency, for example, REBs might not be able to 
meet in person, and delegated review procedures may have to be designed to respond 
to either urgent opportunities for new research or to current ongoing research. The 
existence of an emergency does not override established procedures to protect the 
welfare of participants. Any relaxation of the usual procedural requirements for review 
should be proportionate to the complexity and urgency of the emergency, as well as to 
the risks posed by the research under review. Any modifications that are made in the 
application of research ethics policies and procedures during a publicly declared 
emergency must be documented and appropriately justified. 

 

5.1 Determining the Level of Impact 
 

5.1.1 Subsequent to an officially publicly declared emergency, the REB Chair or 
designee will assess the level of impact on the research ethics review processes; 

 
5.1.2 There are three 

 of is;1pacis 
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5.2.2 When the impact on the ethics review processes is deemed to be severe, 

teleconferences or videoconferences may be used to conduct REB meetings; 
 

5.2.3 When the impact on the ethics review processes is deemed to be severe, the 
Research Ethics staff may conduct their activities remotely (via remote email and 
voice mail access), with minimal disruption of services; 
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5.3.3 At the REB Chair or designee’s discretion, and subject to applicable regulations, 

review procedures may be delayed or temporarily suspended depending upon 
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7.0 REVISION HISTORY 
 

 
SOP Code Effective 

Date 
 

Summary of Changes 

SOP501.001 15-Sept-2014 Original version 
SOP501.002 08-Mar-2016 No revisions needed 
SOP501.003 08-Oct-2019 No revisions needed 
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