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OBSERVE, INTERACT, EXPERIENCE, SIMULATE 
 

2024 NATO Field School and Simulation Program 
POL 484-12 and POL 880-6 
Alexander Moens, Director 

 
NATO Field School and Simulation Program 2024 Syllabus 

 
OUR AMBITION FOR YOU 

The NATO Field School and Simulation Program (NFS) offers an innovative method 
of student learning by engaging and observing professionals and experts in their 
working environment and by student immersion in the decision tasks that political, 
diplomatic, and military personnel face. This program creates a cohort of 
transatlantic students by admitting students from across NATO alliance and fulfills a 
closely tailored set of goals to prepare students for entry careers in foreign affairs, 
the defence and security sectors, international organizations, commerce, and other 
careers in the private sector.  

 
Beside academic study, students are educated in practical and professional problem-
solving by simulating international crisis resolutions and strategic communications 
at a professional level. The program takes place at multiple locations in Europe and 
includes multiple short modules led by experts, senior officials, and visiting 
professors. Students will meet with Canadian, European, and NATO diplomatic and 
military leaders in privileged settings to pursue their analysis and questions. The 
comprehensive and diverse nature of the program develops a new learning 
community for students, a non-traditional classroom experience, and innovative 
internationalization training to prepare the next generation of Canadian, European, 
and NATO decision makers at home and in the multilateral setting.  
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¶ How recent initiatives promote the role of women in peace and security.  
¶ How to optimize collective defence and cooperation in crisis decision making. 
¶ How legal opinion and interpretation informs the politico-military decision 

process.



mailto:moens@sfu.ca
mailto:hannah_christensen@sfu.ca
mailto:nato@sfu.ca
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May 15 – June 29 (In-Field) 
Students arrive in Riga no later than May 15 (which for North America means a May 
14 departure) 

The NFS starts in person in Riga, Latvia on May 16





http://www.journal.forces.gc.ca/cmj-landingpage-en.html
https://jmss.org/
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/transition-materials/defence-101/2020/03/defence-101/caf-101.html
https://warontherocks.com/2024/04/dont-count-on-us-canadas-military-unreadiness/
https://warontherocks.com/2024/04/dont-count-on-us-canadas-military-unreadiness/
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https://www.ndc.nato.int/news/news.php?icode=947
https://www.ndc.nato.int/news/news.php?icode=947
https://stratcomcoe.org/publications/fact-checking-and-debunking/8
https://stratcomcoe.org/publications/fact-checking-and-debunking/8
https://www.ndc.nato.int/news/news.php?icode=1504
https://www.ndc.nato.int/news/news.php?icode=1504
https://www.ndc.nato.int/news/news.php?icode=1504
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/what-ukraine-needs-nato
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ukraine/what-ukraine-needs-nato
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/26/opinion/taiwan-china-war-military.html?smid=em-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/02/26/opinion/taiwan-china-war-military.html?smid=em-share
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2023/11/22/natos-china-and-indo-pacific-conundrum/index.html
https://www.nato.int/docu/review/articles/2023/11/22/natos-china-and-indo-pacific-conundrum/index.html
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Week 7: June 17-21 

https://econ.st/3PTaT6M
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/02/report-expert-study-group-nato-and-indo-pacific-partners
https://www.usip.org/publications/2024/02/report-expert-study-group-nato-and-indo-pacific-partners
https://www.politico.eu/article/nato-change-war-ukraine-russia-defense/
https://stratcomcoe.org/publications/the-role-of-deepfakes-in-malign-influence-campaigns/72
https://stratcomcoe.org/publications/the-role-of-deepfakes-in-malign-influence-campaigns/72
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/19-03241%20CSDP%20Buch_WEB.pdf
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/19-03241%20CSDP%20Buch_WEB.pdf


https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7371-2022-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.nato.int/strategic-concept/
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/opinions_223291.htm
https://www.act.nato.int/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/SFA2023_Final.pdf
http://www.sfu.ca/content/dam/sfu/politics/documents/Undergraduate/POL%20Grading%20Scale.pdf
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marks and reference it. Do not use ChatGPT at all until the intellectual world figures 
out how to deal with it. Traditional Google searches and search engines are ok.  
 
Plagiarism: “What is it and How to Avoid it”  
Plagiarismˉinvolvesˉusingˉanotherˉauthorˀsˉwordsˉwithoutˉattributionˉorˉotherwiseˉ
presentingˉ anotherˉ personˀsˉ workˉ asˉ oneˀsˉ ownʘˉ Itˉ isˉ aˉ fraudulentˉ andˉ seriousˉ
academic offence that will result in a severe academic penalty. Also, close 
paraphrasingˉofˉ anotherˉauthorˀsˉworkˉ̓ˉ self-

http://www.sfu.ca/policies/gazette/student.html

	STRUCTURE OF THE PROGRAM
	Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion: ¶¡ÏãÔ°AV seeks to promote the values of Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion in relation to our students, staff, and faculty members. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are important. We commit to foster...

