
Director’s 40th Anniversary Statement 
 
Being director of an organization such as the Institute for the Humanities at Simon Fraser 
University (SFU) requires vision, dedication, passion, and hard work. But this is more than off-
set by the numerous satisfactions of the position. It is particularly gratifying to be able to lead the 
Institute through not one but two significant milestones: its 30th anniversary in 2013 and now its 
40th anniversary this year.  
 
At these moments, one is given an opportunity to cast a glance back over the years and decades 
of the Institute’s activities. It is at such times that one realizes not only the important 
achievements of an institution dedicated to illuminating––through an engagement with the rich 
tradition of the humanities––the difficult economic, social, political, and spiritual problems of 
the day, but also the way in which such achievements constitute a shared endeavour, a truly 
collective project.  
 
So, I would like to start by saluting, firstly and foremostly, staff members––past and present–– 
such as Trish Graham, Sandra Zink, Wallis Hartley, and Huyen Pham. I would also like to tip my 
hat to former directors, from the Institute’s founding director, Jerry Zaslove, to the late Don 
Grayston and my direct predecessor, Anne-Marie Feenberg. Stephen Duguid also played a 
critical role in the early life of the Institute. 



Institute continues to build its global profile with a series of partnerships, including the Academy 
of Fine Arts in Vienna, Vienna University of Applied Sciences, Università di Bologna, and 
Institute for the Social Sciences and the Arts at the Benemértita Universidad Autónoma de 
Puebla in Mexico.  
 
One way in which such partnerships are bearing fruit is the Journal of Adorno Studies, which 
will be hosted at the Institute, as a joint venture between the Institute, Academy of Fine Arts in 
Vienna, and Università di Bologna. Along with our established journal, Contours, the Journal of 
Adorno Studies will enable us to continue to make important interdisciplinary research 
contributions in the humanities while also providing opportunities for graduate students to 
participate in the publishing process in various capacities.  
 
A generous grant by the late social worker Joanne Brown has enabled us to mount conferences 
on the extremely timely topic of “Violence and its Alternatives.” This year’s symposium will be 
devoted to the theme of “Apocalyptic Anxieties.” 
 
Finally, a very warm and special thanks to Dr. Jennifer Simons, whose initial bequest got the 
Institute off the ground and generous on-going financial and moral support has been invaluable 
to our programming. Her sponsorship has enabled us to make our programming almost entirely 
free and accessible to the public. The importance of this cannot be over-stated in a period when 
virtually everything at the university and beyond is commodified out of the reach of increasing 
numbers of people. 
 
It was 40 years ago that I entered SFU as an undergraduate. Sadly, I did not know about the 
Institute, nor its charismatic and beloved founding Director, Jerry Zaslove. I was, however, very 
much aware of the context that formed the spirit of the Institute. I believe this spirit remains alive 
and well even as the university succumbs to the logic of corporatization, which has only 
accelerated and deepened under neo-liberalism.  
 
In fact, the very year I registered as an undergraduate––the year that the Institute was born––saw 
a massive protest movement against the inauguration of neo-liberalism in BC under the Social 
Credit Government. It was called “Restraint” and entailed massive cut-backs to social spending. 
The province was consequently energized by the opposition movement called “Operation 
Solidarity,” which brought together the labour movement, community organizations, multifaith 
groups, and a powerful and confident students’ movement to challenge this regressive agenda.  
 
Looking back at the 40-year legacy of the Institute, its grounding in solidarity with organized 
labour and social democratic politics is clear, particularly through the J. S. Woodsworth 
Program, as well as the Grace MacInnis Memorial Lecture.   
 
Early on, the Institute was on the vanguard of prison studies though the efforts of people like 
Stephen Duguid and Wayne Knights. The timeliness of such work hardly needs to be underlined 
in our era of growing opposition to what Angela Y. Davis has called the “prison-industrial 
complex” and the rising tide of police abolitionism, which is closely tied to a transformative, 
socialist agenda. In fact, two years ago, I was invited to make a submission before a Special 
Committee of the BC Legislature tasked with police reform.  





they be! Abiding with intellectual disagreement and contradiction is simply the condition of 


