
Minutes of a meeting of the Senate Graduate Studies Committee 
held on Monday, February 8, 2010 at 2:30 p.m. in Maggie Benston Centre 2212 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN OF GRADUATE STUDIES  SGSCMIN-2010.FEB 8.DOC   03/10/10 
 

 

Present: 

Wade Parkhouse, Chair 

George Agnes 

Gwen Bird 

Fred Popowich 

Paul Budra 

Ed Bukszar 

Tom Calvert  

Heesoon Bai 

Wolfgang Haider 

Michael Hayes 

Derek Bingham 

 

Josh Newman 

 

Regrets: 

Mary Ann Pope, Acting Director, Records 

Graham Lyons 

Duncan Wlodarczak 

 

Sheilagh MacDonald, Secretary 

 

 

1. Approval of agenda – approved. 

2. Approval of minutes of December 14, 2009 – Carried.  

3. Business arising from the minutes  

• Timely tracking of the establishment of supervisors, supervisory committees, and annual 
student progress evaluations – SIMS to be modified as of May 2010. 

• Graduate Student Educational Experience (gsee)- the initial working group consisted of 6 
members; more groups will be consulted over time. 

• Current priorities for DGS are graduate supervision and professional development skills with a 
focus on“life after graduate school” 

4. Chair’s Report 

• applications – To date, there are 3700 applications for 2010/2011 versus 3200 for 2009/10.  
It is anticipated that we will match the 5500 applications received last year once Business and 
Education process their students. 

• Canada-
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are available for SFU graduate students to work in Indian universities after graduation in non-
tenure track positions.   

5. For Discussion: 

5.1 Faculty of Health 
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8. Other Business – follow up on items introduced at the December 2009 SGSC meeting 

• Supervisory misconduct – this is a matter of negotiation between the V/P Legal and the SFU 
Faculty Association (SFUFA) and will involve monitoring supervisors and supervisory 
committees. 

• Supervisory workshops will be reinstated and will include all supervisors rather than new 
supervisors as has been past practice. 

• Graduate student expectations -how to deal with issues arising from the disparity between 
student expectations and reality. 

• Job descriptions for Graduate Program Chairs with special emphasis on graduate student 
supervision. 

• Annual graduate orientations are held in some areas; DGS will recommend that this be a usual 
practice for all departments; DGS will follow up. 

• Departments to publish satisfactory progress guidelines and consequences for unsatisfactory 
progress. 

• Departments are to institute and publish standards of practice for supervisory committees. 
• Departments are to establish graduate student agreement forms and a graduate student 

expectation document . 
• Outstanding graduate supervision award - the Dean will make a recommendation to SPCSAB. 

 
9. Next scheduled meeting March 8, 2010 (material deadline –February 22, 2010 

Meeting was adjourned at 3.30 p.m. 
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