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Dear English Majors, Minors, and Intended Students, 
 
I hope this message finds you all enjoying a good summer term, whether you’re taking a slate of 
classes or just trying to carve out a little time to relax. For those of you who haven’t met me, I’m 
David Coley, the Undergraduate Chair of the SFU English Department. I’m writing this 
message—the first of several that you’ll receive from me over the summer term—to introduce 
you to some exciting changes that will be coming to the Department this Fall. These changes will 
likely affect you whether you’re an English major, an English minor, or just a student interested 
in taking an English course, so please take the time to read this message with care. 
 
As some of you might have heard, the English Department has been steadily working to revise 
and update its courses and to streamline its major, minors, and certificate programs. There are 
several reasons for these changes, and paramount among them are concerns that we’ve regularly 
heard from you over the past few years: that the distribution requirements for our major are too 
rigid and complicated; that onerous course prerequisites can make upper-level courses hard to 
get into; and that our classes themselves don’t always reflect the diversity and excitement of the 
field. 
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Thanks for bearing with such a long message. There’s a lot of information here, and there’s more 
information to come. What I hope you’ll take away from this, however, is that the Fall will begin 
an exciting time for English students and professors alike. As we look forward to coming back to 
campus and settling into in-person classes once more, we can also look forward to a slate of 
inventive and relevant new courses, a more streamlined and engaging major, and a rejuvenated 
and revivified English Department. I’m excited about what’s ahead, and I hope you will be too. 
 
I’ll be in touch in a few weeks with more information, and I look forward to launching the new 
curriculum with you all in a few short months. 
 
Best, 
David 






