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A Comprehensive Analysis of Response Tokens in Korean:  
Resources for Managing Turns, Sequences, and Stances in Talk-in-Interaction 

 
This study aims to examine the interactional uses of response tokens in Korean conversation. Response 
tokens refer to brief listener responses, which indicate that “talk by another has been heard, acknowledged, 
perhaps understood or agreed with or treated as news, or not news” (Gardner, 2001: 13). Prior research 
studies have demonstrated that response tokens perform various social actions in interaction. For example, 
the production of a particular response token indicates how the recipient of a turn manages his/her turns-at-
talk (
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