
Flexible Theta-Marking and (Anti-)Labeling 
Synopsis: This paper aims at proposing a novel analysis of the rather flexible pattern of theta-marking, 
typically exhibited by so-called light-verb construction (LVC) 
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(Borer 2005, a.o.), I propose that Th is an acategorial (as it can appear both in verbal and nominal domains) 
weak head so that it functions as an anti-labeling device. Given this, an intransitive verb consists of at least 
three heads, namely R(oot), Th, and v, and only v can provide a label as the other two are weak heads (see 
Chomsky 2015 for R). If an argument lacks K (as the DP in (4)), it must be introduced after the R-Th-v 
combination is formed as in (4c). In (4a), the DP argument is Merged with {? Rw, Thw} with MS d


