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The role of complementizer in Korean subject and object control constructions

The matrix verb plays an important role in determining the antecedent (i.e., ‘controller’) of the
invisible embedded subject (i.e., PRO) in control construction, as in [1] and [2]. Syntactic approaches,
such as the Minimal Distance Principle (MDP), argue that if there are multiple potential antecedents, the
controller must be bound by the closest one (Chomsky, 1969; Hornstein, 1999), whereas semantic
approaches argue that lexico-semantic properties of the control verb determine the interpretive relation
between the two arguments (Sag & Pollard, 1991). Research on control construction comprehension
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John-NOM Mary-DAT [PRO present-COMP] do-PST-DECL
*John decided to present to Mary.’

[4] Johng-i Mary,-eykey  [PRO.y, palphyoha-tolok] hay-ss-ta.
John-NOM Mary-DAT [PRO present-COMP] do-PST-DECL
‘John made Mary to present.’

Table 1. A set of example stimuli in Experiment 1

(a) canonical John,-i Mary,-eykey  [PRO,, cip-ul ttena-kilo]
match John-NOM Mary-DAT [PRO house-ACC leave-COMP]
seltukhay-ss-ta-ko chinkwu-ka  malhay-ss-ta.

persuade-PST-DECL-COMP  friend-NOM  say-PST-DECL
‘A friend said that John persuaded Mary to leave a house.’
(b) scrambled [PRO, cip-ul ttena-kilo] John,-i Mary,-eykey
match [PRO house-ACC leave-COMP] John-NOM Mary-DAT
seltukhay-ss-ta-ko chinkwu-ka ~ malhay-ss-ta.
persuade-PST-DECL-COMP  friend-NOM  say-PST-DECL

‘A friend said that John persuaded Mary to leave a house.”

(c) canonical
mismatch

John,-i Mary,-eykey
John-NOM Mary-DAT
seltukhay-ss-ta-ko
persuade-PST-DECL-COMP

[PRO.y; cip-ul ttena-tolok]
[PRO house-ACC leave-COMP]
chinkwu-ka  malhay-ss-ta.

friend-NOM  say-PST-DECL

‘A friend said that John persuaded Mary to leave a house.’

(d) scrambled | Johny-i Mary,-eykey  [PRO.y, cip-ul ttena-tolok]
mismatch John-NOM Mary-DAT [PRO house-ACC leave-COMP]
seltukhay-ss-ta-ko chinkwu-ka ~ malhay-ss-ta.

persuade-PST-DECL-COMP  friend-NOM  say-PST-DECL
*A friend said that John persuaded Mary to leave a house.’
canonical scrambled
4- r

Figure 1. Acceptability rating (Exp 1)
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Figure 2. Coreference judgment accuracy (Exp 1)
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