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Verbs stay in-situ in Japanese: A case study of VP-fronting

(4) [VP Ringo-o

apple-ACC

kai-∅,

buy-&

banana-o

banana-ACC

tabe-sae]

eat-even

Taro-ga

Taro-NOM

tVP si-ta.

do-PST

‘Even buy an apple and eat a banana, Taro did.’

One may say that the verb inside the conjunct does not raise because such movement violates the Coordinate

Structure Constraints (Ross 1967). If this holds, then VP-fronting should be possible with coordination even

without a focus particle that blocks verb-raising. In other words, coordination makes verbs remain in-situ

and make them form constituency with other VP-internal elements. However,


