
The structure and interpretation of two types of nominal coordinations in Korean 

 

The status of different types of strings that seem to instantiate nominal coordination in Korean is 

controversial. Yoon and Lee (2005) argued that the string with case-marker on right edge (Type A; (1a)) 

is a constituent DP coordination while that where case-markers occur on both DPs (Type B; (1b)) is 

derived by ellipsis from a conjoined clausal structure. They argued for the ellipsis analysis of Type B 

coordination based on distributional and interpretive differences between the two patterns. Crucially, 

Type B coordination fails DP constituency tests (e.g., cleft), while Type A coordination does not. By 

contrast, Cho (2008), following earlier researchers (Cho and Morgan 1986; Yu-Cho and Sells 1995), 

takes both types to instantiate constituent DP coordination, capitalizing on interpretive evidence that is 

problematic to an ellipsis analysis of Type B noted by Yoon and Lee (2005), such as collectiB50912 3
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The structure and interpretation of two types of nominal coordinations in Korean 

 

While details differ, all current analyses of RNR posit a multi-clausal source for surface RNR strings 

by deriving them through ellipsis or by adopting multi-dominant structures. The latter type of approach is 

well-suited to accounting for elements in the RNR pivot that are not licensed in full, unreduced, 

counterparts of RNR. This type of analysis can be extended to Type B coordination patterns. Under such 

an analysis, the non-constituent behavior of Type B strings is predicted as is the presence of NSIs. 

 

(1) a. Tongswu-wa Cinswu-ka    uyca-lul   tul-ess-ta         (Type A)  

  T-conj         C-nom  chair-acc lifted  

 b. Tongswu-ka kuliko Cinswu-ka  uyca-lul    tul-ess-ta      (Type B) 

  T-nom   and    C-nom     chair-acc   lifted 

 c. Tongswu-ka   cosimsulepkey,  kuliko Cinswu-ka ttokpalo  uyca-lul    tul-ess-ta (RNR) 

  T-nom    cautiously          and C-


