
What Triggers Movement of the Head Nominal in the Relative Clause? 

 In this talk, I would like to claim that head nominals in short-distance relative clauses (henceforth, 

RCs) derive without employing features (e.g., Free Merge 
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In the long-distance environment, the idiomatic readings disappear. If the movement of the head nominal 

is possible in RCs, the contrast regarding the idiomatic reading cannot appear between short- and long-

distance RCs. Next, consider the following examples:  

(6) a. Raibaru-wa [John-ga    mizukara e hotta] donna      boketu-o  totemo yorokonda-no. 
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