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Deriving Mizenkei in Old Japanese Verbal Morphology
1. Background

In Old Japanese (0J), an /a/ vowel regularly occurs between particular verbal suffixes (roughly listed
in (1), adapted from Frellesvig (2010: 112), where the /a/ in parentheses is no more than a
morphophonemic notation and not meant to be a part of the affixes) and quadrigrade verbs
(consonant verbs more generally, i.e., verbs whose root ends in a consonant, in most cases having the
shape CVC-), but is absent between such suffixes and bigrade/monograde verbs (i.e., verbs with roots
ending in a vowel, e.g., CV-, CVCV-; henceforth vowel verbs). As shown in (2a), when the Tentative
affix -m- attaches to the verb root ap- i AA must occur in between, whereas in (2b),
where -m- follows the Causative -ase- (which is a vowel verb itself), such an /a/ vowel cannot be

present. (3) shows the same pattern with the Negative Tentative -nzi.
(1) -(@)ye-/-(a)re- Passive; -(a)sim - Causative; -(a)s-
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