
                                        





                                        

VANESSA   
For sure. And that's why your research is very important. So very cool. Were there any key events or 
people in your life that helped you to get where you are now? 
 
BRITT   
Yeah, I think definitely, my parents played a really big role in I guess my love of research. My mom is 
very creative and always loves to see of things from different perspectives. And she's an artist, and 
then my dad's an engineer. So he's very focused on logic and finding solutions. So I think that 
combination of creativity and solving problems kind of led me to a career in research. That being said, I 
think almost every person I've worked with supervisors, mentors, collaborators, they have in some 
way, influenced me and helped me to grow as a scientist, I think, I don't think there's one person I can 
say they are the person who made me who I am today, but I think it's just that combination of 
networks that have really influenced me. 
 
VANESSA   
Yeah, I think that makes sense. And it sounds like you have a nice and interesting mix of STEM, and I 







                                        

BRITT   
And we're often kind of dealing with the same stress at the same time. So that can amplify sometimes. 
 
VANESSA   
But also it must be nice to know somebody understands. I could see that having pros and cons for sure. 
Awesome. Well, thanks for sharing that. Let's go a little bit into the positive and talk about what your 
favorite thing is about your field. 
 
BRITT   
Yeah, I think my field specifically there's been, so many developments, like I spoke about the genome 
sequencing technologies that developed sort of when I started my PhD, but even beyond that, in the 









                                        

BRITT   
Exactly. Wide open spaces.  
 
VANESSA   
Yeah, yeah. Awesome. I love it. Um, cats or dogs? 
 
BRITT   
Certainly dogs for me. 
 
VANESSA   
Nice. Do you have a dog? 
 
BRITT   
I don't have a dog unfortunately, we've been talking about it for ages. Hopefully, in the next month or 
two, we'll get there but not yet. 
 
VANESSA   
I will say I love having a little furry companion. If you could travel back in time, what time period 
would you visit? 



                                        

VANESSA   
That's all good. I will take it. This is obviously a very serious part of our podcast, so awesome. Well, 
thanks for doing the lightning round with me. Those are always fun. As we wrap up, I'd love to hear if 
you have any advice to give to the next generation of STEM professionals. 
 
BRITT   
Yeah, I think if I could give anyone advice in the field of STEM I think just dreaming big and taking risks 
and not being afraid of failures really important, specifically, in research, I think, with failure, often 
comes new discoveries. And I think it also builds strength of character. And it's so rewarding when you 
can overcome a failed exper
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social media, and more. From everyone at Westcoast Women in Engineering, Science and Technology, 
thanks for listening. 


