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1.2 Appraisals for Donated Works of Art 

 
1.2.1 Where works of art are acquired by gift or bequest University Advancement will require 

appropriate documentation in order to issue a charitable gift receipt under the Income Tax Act, if 
the work of art is eligible. This documentation serves to establish the date of 
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1.5 Provenance 
 
1.5.1 SFU Galleries shall research the provenance of a work of art prior to acquisition to determine that 

the Gallery can obtain clear title. Such research should include, but is not necessarily limited to, 
determining: 

1.5.1.1   The ownership history of the work of art; 
1.5.1.2   The exhibition history of the work of art, if any; 
1.5.1.3   The publication history of the work of art, if any; 
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3. ABANDONED PROPERTY 
 

Loans to SFU Galleries should be periodically monitored and contact maintained with the lender, 
as appropriate under the circumstances. SFU Galleries may also identify works abandoned on 
University property or have no records reflecting their transfer to the SFU Art Collection. In such 
cases, the Director, SFU Galleries, should consult with the Acquisitions Committee on how to 
process the property.  
 
All donors and lenders should be aware of the British Columbia Unclaimed Property Act. 
(See http://www.bclaws.ca/EPLibraries/bclaws_new/document/ID/freeside/00_99048_01) 

 
 
4. CARE OF THE COLLECTIOIN 
 
4.1      The SFU Art Collection is cared for by SFU Galleries, which has a legal, and ethical responsibility 

for the safekeeping of the Art Collection. SFU Galleries shall provide a safe and appropriate 
environment for the Art Collection, with effective security and environmental control, for the 
benefit of present and future generations. 

 
4.2      SFU Galleries shall preserve works of art in accordance with the highest standards of preventive 

conservation. This means controlling light exposure, relative humidity and temperature, pollutants 
and contaminants in accordance with current best practices. SFU Galleries’ preservation 
standards shall be maintained for works of art on loan to SFU Galleries. 

 
4.3      The Collections Manager will identify works of art that are in need of conservation treatment or 

stabilization. 
 
4.4      The Gallery will maintain the highest standards of handling and installation to preserve the Art 

Collection. The Collections Manager is responsible for providing training, guidelines, and 
procedures for safe handling and security of collection objects. All interns and students must be 
supervised when handling works of art. 

 
4.5      SFU Galleries shall provide appropriate security and fire detection systems and maintain a 

disaster and emergency preparedness plan.  
 
 
5. RECORDS 
 
5.1      




