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What Would It Mean to Decolonize the University? 
	
PROJECT	PARTICIPANTS:		
Principal	applicant	
Name:	Carolyn	Lesjak	
Position	at	SFU:	Associate	Professor	
Faculty:	FASS	
Department/School:	English	
Email:	clesjak@sfu.ca	
	
Collaborator(s)	
Name:	Melissa	McGregor	
Position	at	SFU:	PhD	Student	
Faculty	&	Department:	FASS,	English	
Role	in	project:	research	assistant	
	
PART	I		-	PROJECT	FINDINGS	
	
Summary:	The	aim	of	this	project	was	to	study	the	effectiveness	and	impact	of	including	a	
Decolonization	module	in	one	of	the	English	department’s	core	graduate	courses,	ENGL	810	
(“Theory	and	the	University,”	Fall	2018,	13	students	enrolled).	ENGL	810	is	a	theory	course,	
and	when	I	teach	it,	
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Overview	of	the	module	experience	
The	readings	for	the	two	weeks	were	as	follows:	
	
Week	1:	Indigenizing/Decolonizing	the	University	I	
	
Sara	Ahmed,	"Declarations	of	Whiteness:	The	Non-Performativity	of	Anti-racism"	(2004)	
Anna	Carastathis,	"The	Nonperformativity	of	Reconciliation"	(2013)	
TRC	Calls	for	Action
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- Purpose	of	Reconciliation:
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began	to	imagine	a	community-based,	Indigenous-run	alternative	to	the	traditional	
u
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PART	II	–	CHANGES	AND	IMPLICATIONS	
	

1. Changes	to	the	project	plan:	There	were	no	major	changes	to	the	plan	outlined	in	my	
project	proposal.		
	

2. Additional	funding:	None.	
	

3. 
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7. Other	influences,	links,	outcomes,	or	“spin-offs”:	Have	there	been	other	effects	related	
to	the	project	for	you,	your	team	members,	or	others	(e.g.	rewards	or	recognitions,	
taking	on	a	different	role	or	position,	mentoring	of	colleagues,	involvement	in	related	
projects,	grants	or	groups)?	Nothing	to	report	at	this	time.	

	
	
PART	III	–	KNOWLEDGE	SHARING
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