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Course Objective 

Ice Age Earth is a Level 5 (Year 2), 15-���Œ�����]�š���W�Z�Ç�•�]�����o���'���}�P�Œ���‰�Z�Ç���u�}���µ�o�����š�Z���š�����Æ���u�]�v���•���š�Z���������Œ�š�Z�[�•��
environmental processes and change during the recent Ice Ages �t approximately the last 2.6 million 
years. The module analyses the physical, biological and chemical evidence for past climatic change (e.g. 
ocean sediments, ice cores, stable isotopes, fossil plants and insects) and couples this with an 
assessment of natural forcing mechanisms, geological dating techniques and earth-surface processes. 
The processes and methods span the natural sciences, giving the course an interdisciplinary perspective. 
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global warming and associated environmental change. 
 
Prerequisite:  none 
 
Method of Evaluation and Grading 
 
Essay 50% 
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Schedule of Weekly Lecture Topics 
 
Week Workshops Lectures 
1  L0 Introduction to the module 

L1 Introduction to the 
Quaternary 

2  L2 Biological evidence: flora 
L3 Biological evidence: fauna 

3 Core analysis L4 Terrestrial evidence 1 
L5 Terrestrial evidence 2 

4 Core analysis L6 Dating techniques 1 
L7 Dating techniques 2 
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