
	 	





international	airport	that	has	cheap	flights	and	it	is	only	a	ten-minute	drive	from	
campus.	Just	to	give	you	an	idea,	my	flights	to	Bahrain,	Kuwait,	and	Qatar	were	about	
$150,	and	my	flights	to	Jordan	and	Egypt	were	about	$300.	It	is	so	easy	to	travel,	so	
cheap,	and	makes	your	study	abroad	experience	that	much	more	spectacular.	Even	if	
you	don’t	think	you	will	travel,	I	would	recommend	budgeting	for	it	anyway	because	
once	you	get	there	you	may	change	your	mind	and	if	you	budget	for	it,	you	still	have	to	
option	to	do	it.		
	
During	Exchange	
Arrival	and	Orientation:	AUS	arranges	a	free	airport	pick-up	for	all	incoming	exchange	
students	when	they	first	arrive	in	the	UAE.	However,	it	is	pre-arranged,	so	if	your	flight	
time	changes,	you	should	inform	them	prior	to	your	arrival.	My	first	connecting	flight	to	
Dubai	was	delayed,	which	caused	me	to	miss	my	second	flight,	but	I	just	sent	an	email	to	
IXO	and	they	arranged	to	have	the	shuttle	at	the	airport	for	my	new	arrival.	After	that,	it	
was	off	to	the	dorms	to	get	settled	into	my	new	home.	You	find	out	your	dorm	prior	to	
your	arrival	and	when	you	arrive	you	just	go	to	the	office	in	your	dorm	where	they	will	
brief	you	and	show	you	to	your	room.		The	next	day	after	your	arrival	will	be	the	first	
day	of	your	orientation.	IXO	is	amazing	and	they	arrange	a	week	long	orientation	that	
includes	campus	tours,	campus	meetings,	a	day	tour	of	Sharjah	where	you	can	get	to	
know	and	see	the	city	you	will	be	living	in,	a	day	tour	of	Dubai	where	you	get	to	see	
things	like	Dubai	Mall,	Mall	of	the	Emirates,	Burj	Khalifa,	Burj	Al	Arab,	Jumeirah	Beach,	
Atlantis	Hotel	and	so	much	more,	as	well	as	this	gives	you	a	great	opportunity	to	meet	



Social-life	and	Extra-Curricular:	AUS	is	so	close	to	Dubai	and	Dubai	has	so	much	going	on	
and	so	many	things	to	see;	the	list	is	endless.	You	could	easily	go	to	Downtown	Dubai	on	
a	weekday	after	class	for	dinner	and	to	watch	the	fountain	show.	With	Dubai	as	such	a	
tourist	hotspot,	there	is	always	something	new	and	cool	to	check	out.	IXO	also	plans	
various	trips	through	out	the	year,	such	as	going	sand	bashing	in	the	desert	and	
spending	the	night	sleeping	under	the	stars.	Also,	there	is	a	lot	of	nightlife	in	Dubai	and	
it	is	definitely	a	hot	party	destination.	There	are	so	many	cool	places	to	check	out	and	
each	one	has	something	different	to	offer.	So,	grab	a	group	of	friends	and	hit	up	as	many	
places	as	you	can.	It	is	easy	to	make	friends	on	campus	since	the	campus	is	so	small	
compared	to	SFU	and	everyone	wants	to	meet	the	exchange	students.	For	extra-
curriculars,	AUS	has	multiple	sports	teams	that	any	student	can	sign-up	for	and	tryout,	
as	well	as	many	clubs,	like	academic	clubs,	cultural	clubs,	or	interest	clubs,	such	as	
photography	club.	There	is	bound	to	be	one	club	that	appeals	to	your	interests.	
	
Reflection	After	Exchange	
	
Overall,	exchange	is	an	unforgettable	experience	that	I	would	truly	recommend	to	
anyone.	I	have	made	some	life	long	friends	from	all	around	the	world,	I	have	seen	so	
many	incredible	places,	and	I	have	learnt	so	much	about	my	self,	Middle	Eastern	
cultures,	and	my	area	of	study.	AUS	was	an	amazing	host	and	I	knew	I	had	made	the	
right	choice	about	my	exchange	when	AUS	posted	a	quote	on	their	Facebook	Page:	“If	
opportunity	doesn’t	knock,	build	a	door.”	It	just	so	happens	that	I	have	that	EXACT	
quote	tattooed	on	my	arm.	It’s	something	that	I	will	always	live	by,	and	I	constantly	urge	
and	attempt	to	inspire	others	to	do	the	same,	which	is	why	I	highly	encourage	you	to	go	
on	exchange.	Whether	you	choose	to	go	to	AUS	or	not,	I	know	you	will	a	great	
experience	either	way.	Studying	Abroad	is	an	opportunity	that	is	already	knocking	and	
the	door	is	wide	open.	So,	go	take	complete	advantage	of	it,	I	dare	you! 
	


