




Submission Instructions: 

International Services for Students
Maggie Benston Centre, Room 1200
Simon Fraser University
8888 University Drive
Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada V5A 1S6
Fax: 778.782.5880
studyabroad@sfu.ca

1. Please complete and return this form by E-mail to studyabroad@sfu.ca as a PDF.
2. Subject line of email: Questionnaire - [Host Country, Host University]
3. Please include your full name and student number in the body of your E-mail.

WWW.SFU.CA/INTERNATIONAL

PAGE 3 OF 3


	Faculty: Business Administration
	MajorMinor: Business Administration
	Host university: American University of Sharjah
	Host Country: United Arab Emirates
	Dates of your exchange monthyear: January 2016
	to monthyear: May 2016
	Approximately how much did air transportation cost: $1300
	Approximately how much did any required ground transportation cost: Free pick-up from airport.
	Do you have a recommended routing or airline: No
	If yes please describe: 
	What is your citizenship voluntary may impact following information: Canada
	No_2: 
	undefined: On
	Yes What was the cost: approx. $350
	If yes what documentation was needed: Blood work, Medical Records, Passport, Photo.
	No_3: On
	undefined_2: 
	Yes What was the cost_2: 
	If yes what documentation was needed_2: 
	Where was your immigration documentation processed: Received eVisa prior to arrival and then Official Visa in Sharjah
	How long did it take to procure your visapermit: Three weeks for both eVisa and then Official Visa
	Were any other documents required residence permit etc: No_4
	If yes please comment: 
	Were you met at the airport by representatives of the host university: Yes_3
	Is there easy transportation between the airport and university: Yes_4
	Please comment: 
	What is the closest airport to the host university: SHJ is 5-10minutes drive, but DXB is also 20-30mins
	Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival at the host university: Yes_5
	Was there a cost for the orientation session: No_8
	how much: 
	If yes do you recommend that future students participate: Yes_7
	Please comment_2: The orientation was absolutely amazing. We arrived ten days before classes started and IXO had something planned for us nearly every day. It gave us a good feel of the city and really help us adjust to the culture and time change quickly. 
	Is there a language program available either before or during the term: 
	If yes how long is it: 
	No_11: 
	undefined_3: 
	Yes How much: 
	Is there an additional cost for language training: 
	Is oncampus or university dormitory accommodation available: Yes_9
	If yes are you living in a university dormitory: Yes_10
	If yes can you make a recommendation for a specific dormitory: No_14
	If yes please describe_2: 
	What is the average monthly cost of accommodation: $800, each dorm differs
	No_15: On
	undefined_4: 
	Yes How much is it: 
	If no do you have access to adequate cooking facilities: Yes_12
	How far is your dormitory from the main campus: Its on the main campus, furthest class is 10min walking
	Please comment on internet and phone access in your dormitory: The Dorms are all generally the same, except for cost. I stayed in a shared room which was nice and I had a hotplate in my room so that I could cook meals. Our dorm also had a common kitchen area, though I never used it. 
	Did you have to make a deposit for your accommodation prior to arrival: No_17
	If yes how did you arrange this: You pay your deposit on arrival.
	Is offcampus housing easily available: No_18
	Please comment on offcampus housing: It is mandatory for exchange students to live on-campus.
	Approximately how much money per month is needed for living including accommodation and meals: $900-1200
	Any other comments on accommodation: People in dorms often eat take-out. But I found it easy to save money so I could travel more just by buying my own groceries at a grocery store nearby and cooking my own. 
	No_19: On
	Yes What are the challengesbenefits to: 
	Have you opened a bank account in your host country: It costs money to close your account their so it wasn't worth it to me as I could easily pull out cash from atms on campus or in the mall when ever I needed. 
	How would you recommend students bring money CanadianAmerican cash travelers cheques local currency: Its easiest to bring enough UAE Dirhams to last the first couple weeks, so you won't need to look for an exchange, and then you can just use an ATM after that. 
	Cash: 
	Debit: 
	Credit card: 
	What isare the preferred methods of payment at most establishments: Everywhere usually excepts all forms of payment. 
	Was it possible for you to get all of the courses that you wanted: Yes_15
	Please describe the course registration procedure: You submit a form with your preferred classes to the exchange coordinators at AUS and they enrol you into the classes that are available.  
	What disciplinesprograms are you taking at your host university: I took Business, Design and Arabic classes
	What is the language of instruction in your courses: English
	If not English are Englishtaught courses available: 
	Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university: I enjoyed the format of most of my classes. Class sizes were much smaller than what I am used to at ¶¡ÏãÔ°AV, which I found very helpful and I could actually get to know the professor more. I found the amount of work required through the course of the semester to be slightly less than at ¶¡ÏãÔ°AV. And for those reasons, I actual received much higher grades than what I usually do at ¶¡ÏãÔ°AV.
	What do you feel iswill be the main academic benefit of your participation in this exchange program: I found that I was able to retain much more of the content while on exchange just due to my connections with the professors and the small classes. One of my professors, the best professor I have ever had, had a different method of teaching which was based more on discussion and student involvement and then putting what we learn into real life situations. I found that extremely helpful and benefitted me so much that I walked into the final with 100% in the class.


