


outlined for you with dates, these are followed by a no travel period of two weeks while they 
process your visa. If you want to travel in this period you can actually go to the offices of 
immigration and get your visa earlier I believe, I had a friend who did this. Getting it earlier 
would be beneficial as travelling early in the semester is something I highly recommend, school 
doesn’t pick up that early and it allows you way more time than mid November does. Regarding 
enrollment, their system is similar to that of SFU. You have a set time and then you enroll, 
however, the waitlist is not done according to ranking or who was there first, its random. To get 
the class you want wait until there is a space and go directly to the business school advisor, he 
will put you in whatever class you need when you say it transfers over to your home university. 
This saved multiple friends and I who were at first handed only 1 or 2 courses that transferred 
back home but then changed to those we needed. Academically I found that the workload was 
comparable if not slightly easier than at SFU. There is a greater emphasis on group work and 
large group projects especially in the business school but individual work was pretty straight 
forward. I only had one lectured class the rest were in the form of seminars, some as long as 4 
hours but the professors I had were fantastic so the time went by quickly. In addition, there 
were a lot of presentations but they were all pretty similar to how SFU conducts theirs. Overall, 
there was nothing too shockingly different about academic life at NTU, the local students are 
continuously busy with an unbelievable amount of extra circulars but exchange students didn’t 
usually have those to worry about. There is a very heavy emphasis on success and attaining 
high grades in Singaporean culture and this becomes evident in exam season but I found that 
getting good grades even while travelling was not something out of reach for an exchange 
student. Regarding the country, Singapore is known as the “fine city” and it does have some 
very bizarre laws but I found this reputation to be overhyped. In daily life living there for 4 
months I didn’t notice anything too extreme, besides no drinking water on the MRT nothing 
really impacted me to that large of an extent. The climate stays the same year round, expect 
100% humidity and at least 30+ degrees everyday, it usually rains everyday but this only lasts 
for small periods of time. Sometimes there are extreme thunder storms which seem to get 
worse in November/December but they were interesting to see first hand



of your comfort zone whenever you can on exchange. I know it sounds cliché but I met my best 
friends as a result of it and had the best experiences of my life by being open to things I wasn’t 
necessarily prepared for or comfortable with. Diving into new experiences is what exchange is 
all about and being open to these will allow you to make the most of your time abroad. 

 
My hall was one of the new ones on campus, the higher the number on the hall the newer they 
are, which also means there is a higher likelihood of air conditioning which is super nice! 
 

 
NTU’s pool is one of the nicest facilities on campus it was a great spot to workout and get a tan. 



 
Hiking a volcano in Indonesia without sleep in 24 hours wasn’t part of the original plan but it 
was one of the best experiences of the trip. 
 

 
The famous marina bay sands hotel makes up the most iconic view of Singapore. 
 


