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	Faculty: Environment
	MajorMinor: Geography / Asia-Canada
	Host university: Kwansei Gakuin University
	Host Country: Japan
	Dates of your exchange monthyear: 09/2015
	to monthyear: 07/2016
	Approximately how much did air transportation cost: $1000 Round-trip
	Approximately how much did any required ground transportation cost: Included in KGU costs for first semester.
	Do you have a recommended routing or airline: No
	If yes please describe: 
	What is your citizenship voluntary may impact following information: Canadian
	No_2: 
	undefined: On
	Yes What was the cost: $0
	If yes what documentation was needed: Certificate of Eligibility, host university applies for following accept.
	No_3: On
	undefined_2: 
	Yes What was the cost_2: 
	If yes what documentation was needed_2: 
	Where was your immigration documentation processed: Consulate-General of Japan in Vancouver
	How long did it take to procure your visapermit: 1 week after acquired above mentioned CoE (2-3 mo.)
	Were any other documents required residence permit etc: Yes_2
	If yes please comment: CoE requires health + financial assets check, done at time of KGU application.
	Were you met at the airport by representatives of the host university: Yes_3
	Is there easy transportation between the airport and university: Yes_4
	Please comment: Osaka has two large airports, KGU staff will be at both. Shuttle bus between Kansai International KIX, and Itami International ITM (mostly domestic flights) where day 1 orientation is held in business hotel. Bus transportation to university for students and luggage is provided following day.
	What is the closest airport to the host university: Itami International (30min) Kansai International (1hr30min)
	Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival at the host university: Yes_5
	Was there a cost for the orientation session: Yes_6
	how much: 7000 JPY (2015)
	If yes do you recommend that future students participate: Yes_7
	Please comment_2: The Day 1 hotel orientation is not necessary, consisting of a night at business hotel with little orientation besides paperwork and temporary transit pass. Students opting out will however be required to make their way to KGU the following morning where they will be moved into dorm or meet and head home to homestay. KGU is a 30 min uphill walk from main station, so taxi will be required with lugggage. Therefore recommended.
	Is there a language program available either before or during the term: Yes_8
	If yes how long is it: Entirety of semesters attended.
	No_11: On
	undefined_3: 
	Yes How much: 
	Is there an additional cost for language training: KGU has an extensive intensive language program, during my year, split into intensive and regular tracts. However as of Fall 2016 the program will be split into language studies of 6+ credits per semester with additional electives, or purely elective courses in International Studies or Business. The language program is highly recommended. 
	Is oncampus or university dormitory accommodation available: Yes_9
	If yes are you living in a university dormitory: No_13
	If yes can you make a recommendation for a specific dormitory: No_14
	If yes please describe_2: KGU manages well established Homestay program, and is a reason for attending.
	What is the average monthly cost of accommodation: 66,000JPY Homestay
	No_15: Off
	undefined_4: On
	Yes How much is it: Select Dorms
	If no do you have access to adequate cooking facilities: Yes_12
	How far is your dormitory from the main campus: Homestay: 30 minute walk from campus, train/bus also.
	Please comment on internet and phone access in your dormitory: Every homestay is different, mine offered internet, others did not; also dorms have different management styles and atmospheres to accommodate different types of students, from traditional dorms to full-style apartments. 
	Did you have to make a deposit for your accommodation prior to arrival: Yes_13
	If yes how did you arrange this: KGU accepts credit card payments only from abroad.
	Is offcampus housing easily available: No_18
	Please comment on offcampus housing: →KGU recommends homestay and as an older, borderline, mature student had all the independence of living alone, yet with great meals and support in language and day-to-day activities.
→KGU dorms are all off campus from 5 minute walks (Dormitory 3 & Seifuyro) to 60 minutes away on the train (Hyogo International House, near Kobe City centre Sannomiya).
→Self-found Japanese housing requires references, in addition to large deposits (2-3mo. advance).
	Approximately how much money per month is needed for living including accommodation and meals: 80000JPY
	Any other comments on accommodation: KGU is the only partner school in Japan as of my exchange that completely handles the homestay program internally, as such there is excellent accountability. Personally I would think students are missing out on a large cultural component of learning the language if they were to opt to not stay in homestay.  If needed students can change accommodation to dorm afterwards if lifestyle does not fit. 
	No_19: 
	Yes What are the challengesbenefits to: On
	Have you opened a bank account in your host country: KGU opens an account during orientation with Senshu-Ikeda the Osaka areas largest regional bank, this allows students to accept scholarship funds in addition to any refunds that may be dispersed at the end of their exchange. 
	How would you recommend students bring money CanadianAmerican cash travelers cheques local currency: Always bring Japanese currency. Debit cards with MasterCard Cirrus or Visa PLUS are able to withdrawal at Japan Post or 7/11 locations, however fees are large and not recommended.
	Cash: On
	Debit: 
	Credit card: 
	What isare the preferred methods of payment at most establishments: Japan is almost entirely a cash society particularly in services such as restaurants.  Although larger retailers accept credit cards, the process can take much longer as its not normal payment method.
	Was it possible for you to get all of the courses that you wanted: Yes_15
	Please describe the course registration procedure: Japanese universities are highly traditional and use paper forms to withdrawal and add courses. With the exception of course outlines which available online.
	What disciplinesprograms are you taking at your host university: Japanese Language Studies Module (2015)
	What is the language of instruction in your courses: Japanese and English
	If not English are Englishtaught courses available: All non-language courses in IS and JSC departments.
	Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university: No issues outside of typical end-loaded Japanese assignment load. Wouldn't recommend electives if priorities are language studies, as end-loaded assignments distract from language studies.
	What do you feel iswill be the main academic benefit of your participation in this exchange program: Excellent immersion and support in the Japanese Language. I cannot recommend KGU enough from a pure language acquisition point of view.


