
Returning exchange report 

Before I go 

 Before I go on and apply for my student visa, I didn’t have an idea of how to handle it since it is 
my first time doing so. I was told that I should return to my home country for the application; however, 
after I return to my home country, I was told by the embassy that I should apply for my student visa in 
Toronto. It was longer than I needed that I took to organize everything, but in fact, it is easy and straight 
forward. It is easier for those who does not require a student visa, which only need to register their 
address in the KVR after their arrival. For those who need a student visa, additional documents are 
required from the university. I recommend those who plan to apply their visa in their home country to 
check the list posted by the embassy and prepare it in advance. I did not have it prepare before I go, 
therefore I need to contact the university via email and have to mail the documents by post. It was 
costly and time consuming.  

 Packing differs between people. I recommend to bring a dawn jacket for the winter. Other 
commodity are low price and easy accessible, if not, it should be available on amazon with a reasonable 
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insurance. The public insurance in Germany is cheaper than the private one, and the cost is only around 
10 Euro in any cases that you have to see a doctor in a clinic. 

Some of the faculties have different rules. For example, Economics does not require students to 
register for classes, but needs to register for the final exam. On the other hand, Political Science requires 
students to register for classes in advance. Orientation for exchange students is very helpful. It gives 
most of the information needed; including all the classes offered in English for the semester, how to 
attend classes from other faculties, and how to register for classes/exams etc. Different from SFU which 
we have midterms, projects, attendance, papers, and final exam combining to our final grades for most 
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Left: Christmas market in the city center of Munich
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