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International Services for Students
Maggie Benston Centre, Room 1200
Simon Fraser University
8888 University Drive
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Fax: 778.782.5880
studyabroad@sfu.ca

1. Please complete and return this form by E-mail to studyabroad@sfu.ca as a PDF.
2. Subject line of email: Questionnaire - [Host Country, Host University]
3. Please include your full name and student number in the body of your E-mail.
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	Faculty: SIAT
	MajorMinor: Joint major siat/cmns
	Host university: Humboldt University
	Host Country: Germany
	Dates of your exchange monthyear: Sept/16
	to monthyear: Feb/17
	Approximately how much did air transportation cost: 1000$
	Approximately how much did any required ground transportation cost: 200$ (semester fees included bus pass)
	Do you have a recommended routing or airline: No
	If yes please describe: 
	What is your citizenship voluntary may impact following information: Canadian
	No_2: 
	undefined: On
	Yes What was the cost: 50$ 
	If yes what documentation was needed: 1 biometric photo, proof of enrollment, housing, financial means
	No_3: On
	undefined_2: 
	Yes What was the cost_2: 
	If yes what documentation was needed_2: 
	Where was your immigration documentation processed: at the international office at my host school 
	How long did it take to procure your visapermit: 4 weeks
	Were any other documents required residence permit etc: No_4
	If yes please comment: 
	Were you met at the airport by representatives of the host university: No_5
	Is there easy transportation between the airport and university: Yes_4
	Please comment: The center of Berlin is easily accessible by a 10 min bus and 30 minute tram. (2.70 EUR one way) 
	What is the closest airport to the host university: Berlin Tegal airport. (TXL) 
	Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival at the host university: Yes_5
	Was there a cost for the orientation session: Yes_6
	how much: 7$ 
	If yes do you recommend that future students participate: Yes_7
	Please comment_2: Join the Berlin Perspectives Mentor Program to meet other incoming students! 
	Is there a language program available either before or during the term: Yes_8
	If yes how long is it: 1 month intensive in aug/sept, and a language course during the course of semester
	No_11: On
	undefined_3: 
	Yes How much: 
	Is there an additional cost for language training: 
	Is oncampus or university dormitory accommodation available: Yes_9
	If yes are you living in a university dormitory: Yes_10
	If yes can you make a recommendation for a specific dormitory: Yes_11
	If yes please describe_2: Sigmeunds Hof and Allee der kosmonauten. Avoid Adlershof (further away) 
	What is the average monthly cost of accommodation: 250 euros/month 
	No_15: On
	undefined_4: 
	Yes How much is it: 
	If no do you have access to adequate cooking facilities: Yes_12
	How far is your dormitory from the main campus: 30-40 minutes 
	Please comment on internet and phone access in your dormitory: No internet access- you need to either get your own internet stick or share with other people in nearby rooms. Usually neighbours are willing to share internet with you for 5-10euros a month. You will need to get your own sim card for data/calling, it is a lot cheaper here in berlin than in Vancouver. Averages for 15 euros for 3gb of data per month. 
	Did you have to make a deposit for your accommodation prior to arrival: Yes_13
	If yes how did you arrange this: You will get an email with instructions after you apply for dorm. 
	Is offcampus housing easily available: No_18
	Please comment on offcampus housing: Housing in Berlin in particular is quite affordable but hard to come by. Many people spend months looking for a place. 
	Approximately how much money per month is needed for living including accommodation and meals: 700-900 $ 
	Any other comments on accommodation: Your best bet in Berlin is to apply on time for a dormitory, otherwise you can find Facebook groups for renting to look for a flat. 
	No_19: 
	Yes What are the challengesbenefits to: On
	Have you opened a bank account in your host country: I recommend opening a bank account and transferring what you need for your entire stay so that you are paying only one transfer fee. From there you can withdraw cash as you need from that account and use your home card for other purchases. There is a hefty fee each time you take cash out from your card at home. 
	How would you recommend students bring money CanadianAmerican cash travelers cheques local currency: Bring enough cash to last you for a month or two, and the rest you can figure out with your card when you get settled. 
	Cash: On
	Debit: 
	Credit card: 
	What isare the preferred methods of payment at most establishments: In Berlin, it is commonplace to use cash at most bars and restaurants. 
	Was it possible for you to get all of the courses that you wanted: Yes_15
	Please describe the course registration procedure: You register for courses in the fall when you get to the school in Berlin. You get a registration time and day and you register for it online. 
	What disciplinesprograms are you taking at your host university: arts/ social sciences/ history /language 
	What is the language of instruction in your courses: english/ german 
	If not English are Englishtaught courses available: yes
	Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university: As with any course, the manner and quality largely depends on the instructor at the time. With my experience in the berlin perspectives program, my instructors were very open and had experience teaching an international class so the class was very enjoyable and did not make me feel alone or nervous. 
	What do you feel iswill be the main academic benefit of your participation in this exchange program: The international environment opened my acceptance and understanding of an array of different cultural and community perspectives,  language acquisition was achieved through practical immersion, and awareness and adoption of alternative, multi-faceted approaches to learning. I've come home with a more enhanced interest in global issues as well as a broader general knowledge of the world and its surroundings.


