


One semester

n

Humboldt University offers one-semester long introductory German courses, free of
charge, to all exchange students. In Berlin, there are many private academies offering
intensive course.

There are no university residences, but independent student residences in the city. There are several
dining halls across the university buildings, but no meal plan.

In Berlin, the most affordable option is off-campus housing. The search requires commitment and
tenacity, but the prices are lower than in Vancouver. The search happens over websites like
www.wg-gesucht.de. The first three months | lived in a room paying $350 a month. The next four
months | shared an apartment with one more person, paying $750 together. Both places were in good
condition and centric.

$550

Groceries are cheap compared to Vancouver, especially in stores like Lidl and Netto, and to a lesser
extent Edeka and Kaiser.



Canadian or European cash.

n

Cash or local banking cards are the most common method of payment. Transferring
money form a Canadian to a European bank account usually requires preparation

while still in Canada. My strategy consisted in withdrawing money from ATMs from my

Canadian bank account regularly.

Only laboratory courses and seminars require registration. It usually happens before the summer, so |
as an exchange student could only be placed in one of each. Registration happened in person during
the introductory meeting. Lectures did not require registration. You have to register separately for the
final exams, over the university's online platform AGNES. | am aware that in other faculties course
registration happens over the same platform. Registration for language courses happens on the
Language Center website, and requires payment ($20-30 per course)

French (language course), Biology
French, German

Yes

All classes were small, between 20 and 40 students. Lectures were based on powerpoints and lasted
90 minutes. Seminars and laboratory courses were often tied together and lasted two weeks, being
intensive in nature (5-6 hours per day). Seminars consisted of student-led presentations of academic
publications.

The small class size allowed for a much more personal teaching environment. Especially the seminar
and laboratory course were great learning opportunities. The seminar was the first time | have ever
presented a scientific publication. The laboratory course consisted in a big range of procedures
directed towards a clear final objective. The intensive format allowed for better focus on the task. In
general, the courses sparked curiosity to continue exploring certain fields within my major.
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