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	Faculty: Arts and Social Sciences
	MajorMinor: Political science / French
	Host university: Sciences Po Paris, campus of Reims
	Host Country: France
	Dates of your exchange monthyear: September 2016
	to monthyear: May 2017
	Approximately how much did air transportation cost: $3000
	Approximately how much did any required ground transportation cost: $150 (depending on how early tickets where bought)
	Do you have a recommended routing or airline: Yes
	If yes please describe: Air France Vancouver to Paris direct. Then take TGV from Paris CDG to Reims.
	What is your citizenship voluntary may impact following information: Canadian
	No_2: 
	undefined: On
	Yes What was the cost: None
	If yes what documentation was needed: Application form, passport, student card, proof of financial resources, confirmation of enrolment (Certificat de scolarité), stamp (once in France), letter from SFU and letter from Sciences Po, identity pictures
	No_3: On
	undefined_2: 
	Yes What was the cost_2: 
	If yes what documentation was needed_2: 
	Where was your immigration documentation processed: Vancouver
	How long did it take to procure your visapermit: Approximately one week
	Were any other documents required residence permit etc: Yes_2
	If yes please comment: To live in CROUS residence, you must have a guarantor residing in the EU. You can register with the French government system (CLE) so they can be your guarantor. You also need insurance for residence (flood, fire, etc.).
	Were you met at the airport by representatives of the host university: No_5
	Is there easy transportation between the airport and university: Yes_4
	Please comment: TGV from Paris airport to Reims. The train station in Reims that you arrive directly from Paris airport is quite far from the city. However, you can easily take a taxi. The taxi services are quite reliable in Reims.
	What is the closest airport to the host university: Paris CDG
	Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival at the host university: Yes_5
	Was there a cost for the orientation session: No_8
	how much: 
	If yes do you recommend that future students participate: Yes_7
	Please comment_2: I did not participate in my first semester, but I did in my second semester. If not only for the information about academic methods and visa requirements, orientation is a great place to meet other exchange students. Exchange students tend to "stick together" on campus, and there is not much mingling between the "regular" students and exchange students, so it's important to build those relationships early.
	Is there a language program available either before or during the term: Yes_8
	If yes how long is it: There are French classes during the semester.
	No_11: On
	undefined_3: 
	Yes How much: 
	Is there an additional cost for language training: These are classes you must enrol in if you have a level of French below a certain threshold. 
	Is oncampus or university dormitory accommodation available: No_12
	If yes are you living in a university dormitory: No_13
	If yes can you make a recommendation for a specific dormitory: No_14
	If yes please describe_2: 
	What is the average monthly cost of accommodation: 370 euros (~$550 CAD)
	No_15: On
	undefined_4: 
	Yes How much is it: 
	If no do you have access to adequate cooking facilities: Yes_12
	How far is your dormitory from the main campus: about 15-20 minutes walking
	Please comment on internet and phone access in your dormitory: The CROUS residences have SmartCampus wifi, a free wifi service for all residents. If it is too slow, wired Internet is available as well, though you need your own Ethernet cable.
	Did you have to make a deposit for your accommodation prior to arrival: No_17
	If yes how did you arrange this: You will have to make a deposit when you arrive.
	Is offcampus housing easily available: Yes_14
	Please comment on offcampus housing: The CROUS is the largest provider of student residences, but be sure to apply early because they are very in demand. In Reims, the CROUS residences closest to Sciences Po are Gérard Philippe, Teilhard de Chardin (where I lived), and Évariste Galois. 
If not, there is Residium, but I don't know a lot about that residence, except that it is closer to campus. The city has many universities so there are lots of apartments near the campus as well. 
	Approximately how much money per month is needed for living including accommodation and meals: $900 CAD
	Any other comments on accommodation: The CROUS administration is often difficult to deal with. Their answers to emails are usually very delayed (>1 week), but if you send an inquiry twice, they'll usually respond more quickly. Their website is also not always updated (ie. rent amounts may be incorrect, they may say there is a cafeteria in the residence that has been closed for years). They are also not adequately clear about the cleaning process when moving out. They provide students with a list of what to clean and how to clean it before moving out, but that list is incomplete. They charge a 95 euro (~$140-150 CAD) cleaning fee if they do not consider the room to be clean enough. As well, the administration's records are almost completely paper-based, so expect some confusion at times. 

Other than that, the accommodation I had (an 18m^2 studio with kitchen and bathroom) was actually really great. The shared kitchens are quite nice as well. 
	No_19: 
	Yes What are the challengesbenefits to: On
	Have you opened a bank account in your host country: My bank card arrived quite quickly after I set up my bank account (around 1 week after). However, at least at BNP Paribas, the debit card has a PIN assigned to it by the head office. This PIN was supposed to be mailed to me, but it took about 1 and a half months for it to arrive in the mail, after my going to the branch many times to ask them to send it again. During that time, I couldn't deposit anything in that account. The same thing happened to a number of my friends as well. 
That said, it is VERY IMPORTANT to have a French bank account, especially for cell phone plans!
	How would you recommend students bring money CanadianAmerican cash travelers cheques local currency: Debit/credit cards are very useful. You can find if your bank has a partner institution in France (ie. Scotiabank customers can withdraw from BNP Paribas ATMs, and vice versa, with no extra charge). It is also a good idea to bring cash with you, preferably in smaller bills, for smaller purchases. 
	Cash: On
	Debit: On
	Credit card: 
	What isare the preferred methods of payment at most establishments: I did not use my credit card very often, but I think that people use cash in France more often than they do in Canada. 
	Was it possible for you to get all of the courses that you wanted: Yes_15
	Please describe the course registration procedure: The course catalogue is not finalized until very close to the course registration date (sometimes the same day), so it's important to check and double-check which courses you want. You cannot see which courses are offered and available to enrol in before the registration date and time, which is sometimes frustrating because certain courses are more in demand than others. For this reason, make a plan B and C. 
At the time of registration, you log on to your student account and choose the courses you want. Unfortunately, unlike ¶¡ÏãÔ°AV, there is no enrolment cart or equivalent. You choose the courses when you register.
	What disciplinesprograms are you taking at your host university: Political science, sociology, history
	What is the language of instruction in your courses: Mostly French and some English
	If not English are Englishtaught courses available: Yes, most courses are taught in English. 
	Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university: The quality of instruction is fantastic. The instructors I had were supportive of my less-than-perfect language skills in French, and were very understanding. The method of organization for papers/assignments for Sciences Po is quite specific, which is why it's important to go to the orientation week. 
Instructors generally live in Paris, so their office hours are more limited than we are used to at ¶¡ÏãÔ°AV. For this reason, if you have questions, ask them sooner rather than later. Most instructors are used to taking questions over email. 
	What do you feel iswill be the main academic benefit of your participation in this exchange program: I now prefer organizing my papers/assignments in the Sciences Po method! On another note, it was a very important experience for specifying my academic and career goals. Sciences Po offers a multidisciplinary array of courses, which allowed me to see that I am also interested in sociology (specifically, regarding gender minorities and racial minorities). I also learned that I am mainly interested in studying multiculturalism(s) and feminism(s), and that I'd like to focus on pursuing a career in academia rather than in law or government. 


