Artsland!Social!Sciences Poli!Sci/'French
Science!Po!Aix! France

Sept!2016 May!2017

1000!-11500!CAD
140'EUR

Canadian

. 60!CAD

Letter!from!hoslinstitution,!banking!info,!proofloflaccomadation!etc

French!consulate!in'downtown!Vancouver

2-3lweeks

Therelislalpublic'bus!that!takes!from!thelairport!or!train!station!to!Aix's!city!centre

Marseille!Airport

Alllexchange!students!are!brought!togetherland!firstlwe!hear!from!the!professors!forlour
lacademiclorientation.!Then!you'are!taken!outlinto!the!city!by!french!students!to!do!fun!
gamesland!activities.



300'EUR/!Imonth

20!-130!min!walk

Thelinternetland!phone!service!was!good.!Occassionaly!the!WiFilwould!be!albit!patchy!but!no!major!i
ssues!

Illived!inlthe!dorms!but!had!many!friends!thatllived!offlcampus.!Therelare!apartments!available!but!th
eylarelconsiderably!morelexpensive!than!dorms.
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The!Challengelis!'that!French!administrationlis!very!slow!solit'could!be!a!lo
ng!process!but!theladvantage!is!that!most!phone!companies!only!accept!fr
ench!bank!cardslas!alform!oflpayment!soliflyou're!not!'coming!with!your!ow
n!phonelplan!this!could!comelinlhandy.

Francelruns!mostly!on!cash.!Solbring!euros!forlwhenlyou!arriveland!plan!not!to!rely!on!your!bank!card!
very!muchliflat!all.

Youlgetlabout!altwo!week!period!toltry!out!course!beforelyou'have!to!make!alfinal!decision.! Then!muc
hllike!SFU!you!signlup!forithem!online.!Thelonly!thinglis!that!inladdition!to!that!you!have!to!filllout!a!P
DF!form!with!yout!course!choices!and!sendlit!to!thelexchange!student!counsellor.

Political!Science

Itlislgood!but!very!different!thanlin!Canada.!lt!is!rare!that!you'are!given!anylreadings!or!supplementary!
materials.!This!means!you'have!to!ltake!good!notes!!Because!lectures!are!alllyouthave!to!go!offlofland!
iflyoulhavelalquestion!make!sure!tolask!itlinlclass!because!profs!do!not!provide!office!hours.

I'thinklespecially!forla!Political!Science!majorlit'was!great!to!participatelin'the!courses!that'had!to!do!wi

Sub ']Mi‘onlm‘struct ie 8 1. Please complete and return this form by E-mail to studyabroad@sfu.ca as a PDF.
2. Subject line of email: Questionnaire - [Host Country, Host University]
3. Please include your full name and student number in the body of your E-mail.
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	Faculty: Arts and Social Sciences
	MajorMinor: Poli Sci/ French
	Host university: Science Po Aix 
	Host Country: France
	Dates of your exchange monthyear: Sept 2016
	to monthyear: May 2017
	Approximately how much did air transportation cost: 1000 - 1500 CAD
	Approximately how much did any required ground transportation cost:  40 EUR
	Do you have a recommended routing or airline: No
	If yes please describe: 
	What is your citizenship voluntary may impact following information: Canadian
	No_2: 
	undefined: On
	Yes What was the cost: 60 CAD
	If yes what documentation was needed: Letter from hos institution, banking info, proof of accomadation etc
	No_3: On
	undefined_2: 
	Yes What was the cost_2: 
	If yes what documentation was needed_2: 
	Where was your immigration documentation processed: French consulate in downtown Vancouver
	How long did it take to procure your visapermit: 2-3 weeks
	Were any other documents required residence permit etc: No_4
	If yes please comment: 
	Were you met at the airport by representatives of the host university: No_5
	Is there easy transportation between the airport and university: Yes_4
	Please comment: There is a public bus that takes from the airport or train station to Aix's city centre
	What is the closest airport to the host university: Marseille Airport
	Is there an organized orientation session upon arrival at the host university: Yes_5
	Was there a cost for the orientation session: No_8
	how much: 
	If yes do you recommend that future students participate: Yes_7
	Please comment_2: All exchange students are brought together and first we hear from the professors for our academic orientation. Then you are taken out into the city by french students to do fun games and activities.
	Is there a language program available either before or during the term: Yes_8
	If yes how long is it: There are language courses that will help you to learn French
	No_11: On
	undefined_3: 
	Yes How much: 
	Is there an additional cost for language training: 
	Is oncampus or university dormitory accommodation available: Yes_9
	If yes are you living in a university dormitory: Yes_10
	If yes can you make a recommendation for a specific dormitory: No_14
	If yes please describe_2: 
	What is the average monthly cost of accommodation: 300 EUR/ month
	No_15: On
	undefined_4: 
	Yes How much is it: 
	If no do you have access to adequate cooking facilities: Yes_12
	How far is your dormitory from the main campus: 20 - 30 min walk
	Please comment on internet and phone access in your dormitory: The internet and phone service was good. Occassionaly the WiFi would be a bit patchy but no major issues 
	Did you have to make a deposit for your accommodation prior to arrival: No_17
	If yes how did you arrange this: 
	Is offcampus housing easily available: Yes_14
	Please comment on offcampus housing: I lived in the dorms but had many friends that lived off campus. There are apartments available but they are considerably more expensive than dorms.
	Approximately how much money per month is needed for living including accommodation and meals: 750 CAD
	Any other comments on accommodation: 
	No_19: 
	Yes What are the challengesbenefits to: On
	Have you opened a bank account in your host country: The Challenge is that French administration is very slow so it could be a long process but the advantage is that most phone companies only accept french bank cards as a form of payment so if you're not coming with your own phone plan this could come in handy.
	How would you recommend students bring money CanadianAmerican cash travelers cheques local currency: France runs mostly on cash. So bring euros for when you arrive and plan not to rely on your bank card very much if at all.
	Cash: On
	Debit: 
	Credit card: 
	What isare the preferred methods of payment at most establishments: 
	Was it possible for you to get all of the courses that you wanted: Yes_15
	Please describe the course registration procedure: You get about a two week period to try out course before you have to make a final decision. Then much like SFU you sign up for them online. The only thing is that in addition to that you have to fill out a PDF form with yout course choices and send it to the exchange student counsellor.
	What disciplinesprograms are you taking at your host university: Political Science
	What is the language of instruction in your courses: French and english
	If not English are Englishtaught courses available: 
	Describe the manner and quality of instruction at your host university: It is good but very different than in Canada. It is rare that you are given any readings or supplementary materials. This means you have to take good notes! Because lectures are all you have to go off of and if you have a question make sure to ask it in class because profs do not provide office hours.
	What do you feel iswill be the main academic benefit of your participation in this exchange program: I think especially for a Political Science major it was great to participate in the courses that had to do with the European Union and the various governing organizations in the continent because it is not something we get to learn a lot about in Canada.


