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With regards to course selection, | found it to be stress-free as the academic

advisors register you into your courses for you by looking at your first choice and reserve
courses that you stated in your University of Bath application. In addition, the first week of
classes counts as a “taster week” where you can attend various classes and see which ones you
like or dislike. So, if you decide that you don’t like one or more of the courses you put down on
your application and want to switch or drop them, all it takes is a quick visit with an academic
advisor at the end of the week to get your schedule sorted out and finalized. In terms of lectures,
they are very similar in format to SFU. However, professors relied a lot less on textbooks as the
main sources of course material were online articles. The main academic difference | found was
that the workload at the University of Bath was much lower compared to SFU. For instance, |
found the courses to be evaluated through having either two assignments (like a paper or a
presentation), an assignment and a final exam, or solely a final exam.

One of the many amazing things about Bath is that there are so many fantastic things to
see that are all within walking distance from each other. Some of the top sights that | recommend
visiting are the Roman Baths (free entry with your University of Bath student ID), the Royal



Crescent, the skyline walk, Prior Park and Victoria park. In terms of nightlife, there are many
amazing pubs and nightclubs such as Bath Brew House, the Cork (if you like soccer I highly
recommend watching games here), Saracens Head (Bath’s oldest pub), the Raven,
Weatherspoons, Po Na Na, Moles, and Komedia (best on a Friday night). 1 also highly
recommend going to an event called Score which is a nightclub event held every Wednesday on

campus by the University of Bath Student Union.

Bath is also close to many other amazing UK cities such as Bristol, Cardiff, London,
Reading and Bournemouth, which can all be reached from Bath’s bus and train stations. If you
plan on travelling around England, I definitely recommend getting a 16-25 railcard which can be
purchased at the Bath train station (bring a passport size photo with you for the card). With this
card you save 1/3 of the regular train ticket price for any destination in the UK.

When it comes to international travel, the three closest airports to Bath would be Bristol
(this is the closest to Bath), London Heathrow and London Gatwick. Discount airlines such as



Ryanair and Easyjet fly out of these airports to many places in Europe at a very reasonable price.
So, if you’re interested in travelling to places around Europe (which I highly recommend), check
out the Ryanair and Easyjet websites regularly for deals. In addition, Google Flights and
websites such as Skyscanner and Rome2Rio are very helpful in finding the best and cheapest

flights to your desired destination.

Reflection
Overall, I can confidently say that going on exchange has been the best decision I’ve
made in my life so far. I’ve got to meet so many amazing people that I know | will be friends
with for a lifetime and got to see so many fantastic places that | never thought 1I’d have the
chance to visit. My greatest advice is to fully live out this amazing opportunity by going to as
many university run events as you can to meet new people, get out of your comfort zone and

immerse yourself in the foreign culture, and take the time to travel to all the places you’ve



always wanted to go to. And although the lead up to going on exchange can be nerve wracking, |

promise you that making the exchange to go abroad is a leap of faith that is well worth taking.

[ ]
"




