


and was only at school 8 hours a week. There was much less evaluation as well. Most of my classes 

included one essay and one exam at the end of the semester. There were no mid-term exams and all of 

the final exams were in essay format. The grading was also different as it was almost unheard of for any 

student to achieve above 80% on any assignment or exam. They do not have letter grades and instead 

define your mark depending on how you ranked in the class ex: a ``first`` was considered the top 

percentage of the class or at SFU an A+-A- letter grade range.  

I was very lucky with the weather during my exchange. Contrary to what I had been told about England, 

it was mainly sunny while I was there. There was maybe three-five days of rain in total which was 

wonderful. Bath is very much so a student town with the majority of inhabitants being students. Even 

though it is a small city, there are three Universities in the city. If you are not a student in Bath you are 

most likely a tourist as it is a very popular city for tourism. This often made streets and shopping districts 

very busy and hectic at times.  

Due to the fact that I arrived for my exchange during second semester, it was difficult to join any 

university hosted extra-curricular activities. However, there were many fun things to do in the city. 

Some of my favourites included going to comedy shows, plays, going on hikes and beautiful walks, 

enjoying food from a variety of different restaurants, going on walking tours and much more. Bath is 

also a ten minuet train ride from a larger city Bristol which offers many fun things to do as well. I 

strongly suggest any student going to Bath to venture into London and stay for at least one-two weeks 

as it is one of the greatest cities in the world. There is an endless list of things to do in London and as it is 

only two hours from Bath via a comfortable scenic train ride it is a must do on every exchange students 

list.  

The main challenge I faced was learning how to live on my own and to cope with home sickness. I had 

never lived alone before so this experience was way out of my comfort zone. Things like skype made the 

transition so much easier as my family was just a click away.  I was able to learn a lot about myself and 

uncovered my strengths and weaknesses while on exchange. It truly was a life changing experience for 

me and I think I have grown so much as a person since I was a part of it.  

There are seldom opportunities in university where marks and course outcomes are not a main focus. It 

is a unique experience to have grades just count as a pass or fail and I wish I had taken advantage of this 

more. This is not saying that you shouldn’t try in class, however I found that I spend a lot of my time 

stressing and worrying about the courses I was in which tainted the experience for me slightly. In the 

end if you keep up with your work and attend all your classes you will do fine. Try to enjoy the 

experience as much 



 
My friend Josh and I outside of the University in our matching school atire! 



 
Myself and many of the other students that were participating in the same exchange outside 

our university  

 



 
The main cathedral in Baths city center  



 
 

Pultney Bridge over the river also in the city center 


