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| spent the Fall 2015 semester studying at Charles University in Prague. During the
application process, | was over-the-moon, Google searching pictures of the city covered in snow,
absolutely ecstatic. But, as my departure date grew nearer, | started to panic. Leaving
home/school/family/friends for four months sounded crazy. And it was, but it was also one of the
best decisions love ever made. No matter whether youtve got a heart full of adventure or youtre
starting to second guess everything,
study abroad is an amazing program.
There were ups and downs but, for
me, it was all worth it.

I arrived in Prague a few
days before the Official Arrival Date
and stayed with family. Jet lag is a
monster and | was waking up at 4am
for a week. Students who arrived on
the official day got a ride from the
airport to the dormitory through
ECES (Eastern and Central
European Studies T and an acronym
youdll hear a lot if you end up in
Prague!). The first few days were
full of orientation activities like a
scavenger hunt, welcome lectures
and a river cruise. They were also
full of a lot of new faces. Meeting so
many people at once can be
overwhelming, but everyone was
friendly and outgoing, especially the people who lived in my dorm.

| chose to stay in a dorm because 16m used to living in residence at SFU, and | wanted to
be around other students. There are some major pros and cons to living at Kolej Komenského.
Pros: itds within walking distance to Prague Castle, a short tram ride to the city centre or school,
thereds a communal space and the single rooms are not awful. The building itself is pretty darn
ugly, and the rooms are nothing glamorous. But they have everything you need and with a few
posters, they feel almost like home. A few of my friends had awkward roommate encounters, and
10d definitely recommend choosing a single room. It could be challenging talking to the people at
reception as very few of them spoke English. There was always something going on in the dorm,
though, whether people were going out for dinner or celebrating someoneds birthday. Disclaimer:
there was always something going on with the English-speaking, American exchange students.

ECES is an American-run program and takes almost all American students (except me
and one Finnish boy!), something I didnét know when | applied. They were all great people, but
if youbre looking for a more multicultural program, this is not the one. This program is quite




insular, so if you want to be immersed in the local student population, consider applying

elsewhere (but come visit Prague, of
course).

Thereds a woman living in the
dormitory named Zuzana who is
basically a Czech national treasure. Sheds
lived all over the world, speaks perfect
English and loves getting to know the
exchange students. She offered regular
visits to art galleries and cafes, and
hooked us up with cheap tickets to the
ballet or opera. Prague is an amazing city
for culture. | went to the opera three
times, each for under ten dollars. Once
you look past the super touristy concerts
advertised around the castle, you can
find life changing experiences for almost
no money. My favorite experiences were
things like that T cheering on Pragueds
hockey team, Sparta, at a home game,
finding the best falafel in the city, or
watching Swan Lake in a two hundred
year old theatre.

Letds talk about Prague for a
second. | chose to go there because of

family connections and because | loved the city when | visited in the past. Even after four
months, | was stunned by how beautiful it is. The main attractions are constantly packed with
tourists, like the Charles Bridge and Prague castle, but that doesnét make them any less
breathtaking. Or grab gelato from Angelato and walk up Pet$2n hill to look out over the city.
Prague is beautiful in the fall T and staying until December means everything is decorated for

Christmas!

Besides beauty, Prague has a rich history
that you can almost feel as youbre walking down
the cobblestone streets. Charles University was
founded in 1348 by the Holy Roman Emperor T
and you can study there. Excuse me but, coming
from Canada, that blew my mind. It was also



advisor said they would transfer to SFU. This is really important. When your class marks don6t
transfer to SFU (and youdre in Europe) it can be tough to stay motivated in school, so try to pick
things youodre actually interested in.

During orientation, ECES ran a mandatory two-



