
 

Page | 1 

Introduction______________________________________________________________________________ 
Fall of 2015 was when I left the place called home for 20 years and headed for a city that was neither a 
stranger nor a friend to me. Seeing
Note: It should be mentioned that I’ve been to Hong Kong several times and have relatives living there, so my 
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View from the rooftop of Wei Lun. 
 
Banking__________________________________________________________________________________ 
With some banks in Hong Kong, students receive bonus gifts for opening an account and being a person who 
likes freebies, my i-Account with Bank of East Asia garnered me a HK$100 Häagen-Dazs gift voucher and a 
travel adapter. They offer more if you apply for a credit card but I didn’t have a HKID so no dice. Although my 
i-Free Banking with Bank of China reaped no spoils, at least they allow foreigners to apply for a credit card. 
ATMs are dotted around campus but keep in mind there are two different systems. JETCO is the largest ATM 
network and houses all banks, except for HSBC and Hang Seng Bank, which uses ETC. 
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Wind turbines on the rooftop of Run Run Shaw Tower. 
 
Meals____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Food itself varied. Hong Kong is where the “East meets West”, so selections from all around the world is 
available. Since Wei Lun is directly across from Queen Mary Hospital, I often hiked over to the cafeteria there 
to eat. Show your student card and you’ll get a discount of approximately 33%. There’s also Bayview 
Restaurant downstairs but after giving that place two tries, I gave up and never went back except for when I 
had to attend the mandatory high table dinners. Those occur two to three times per semester and are 
basically “formal” meals with the entire hall. They’ll sit you with your floormates unless you have special 
dietary restrictions. For lunch, I sometimes strolled over to Centennial campus for Bijas Vegetarian Restaurant, 
where you pay by weight and get unlimited rice and soup on the side. There’s also a PowerMart Mini 
Supermarket that I loved to get snacks from just because they specifically give job opportunities to people with 
disabilities. Dotted throughout the city are hole in the wall places that sell noodles with a large red “麵” sign. 
They’re filling and cheap; one bowl of plain soup noodle plus a side of veggies (with three different kinds to 
choose from) costed HK$18 at Yau Ma Tei. There are a few in Kennedy Town but I’m not too optimistic 
about their overall numbers in the near future. These places can sustain at such low prices only through high 
volume but young people don’t care for dingy places with loud and curt customer service. It’s definitely 
something to get used to, but its Hong Kong at its realest.       
 
Societies_________________________________________________________________________________ 
Clubs aren’t very foreigner-friendly but for those that are looking to experience the local student culture, it’s 
the place to be. Societies send email blasts to every student regardless of membership and so in a day, it’s 
common to have 30+ emails waiting in your inbox. After a month and a half of receiving society spam, I 
decided to join LifePlanet’s O Camp. During a weekend mid-September, we went to Cheung Chau and stayed 
overnight at a lodging. For a 2-day 1-night getaway, it was well worth the price of HK$290. I was added into a 
WhatsApp group where I met my





 

Page | 5 

 
Double-deck tram at Wan Chai. 
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