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2 or 3 week German course before classes for a cost. Or, Tandem program.

n several hundred

The course was several hundred dollars. | didn't take it, but if you really want to learn
German and get a head start before classes start, it may be a good idea. Note that the
course is early in the morning | believe. Another option to practice German is to sign up
for the free Tandem language buddy program provided by WU. They match you up
with another student who wants to learn vour lanauaae. And vou'll aet to learn their

| lived at a dorm provided by the OeAD. a60

495 euros

n
approx. 30 minute subway ride.

wire transfer 750 euros + transfer fee of $30 | think

n

| may be wrong, but | don't think there are "on-campus" dorms like at SFU. Almost all exchange
students lived at an OeAD provided dorm which are located all around the city. | believe there are a
few that are about 10 mins from the campus. Sign up early and pay your deposit on time so you get
your first pick on the dorms and room configurations (single, shared, etc). For shared rooms, you can
even choose a preferred roommate if you know someone else going to Vienna as well.

700 euro

| bought groceries and cooked at home mostly. Rarely ate out as it's quite expensive. But | thought
groceries were quite cheap or on par to groceries in Vancouver. Certain items were cheaper than
Vancouver (potato chips and bottled water come to mind) and some are more expensive (most
berries). My rent was 495 euros per month. | spent usually less than 150 euros on groceries per
month as | made very simple meals -- really just oatmeal, pasta, rice, sandwiches and some fruits and
veggies. | ate my meats out dining since | don't really know how to cook meat well. For grocery
chains, | mostly shopped at Billa (superstore equivalent). For cheap non-brand name groceries, Hofer
and Zielpunkt are affordable and quite good. Hofer is particularly popular and cheap. There's also
Spar, which reminds me of Safeway. Grocery stores are everywhere so you don't have to worry about
findina one -- inist walk a few hlncke anvwhere  Alen the tan water ic deliciniig in VVienna ( at leact in



n

| opened a student account with Erste bank. The debit card (Maestro) was
awesome for travel as there are no withdrawal fees (with a limit) and no
transfer fees within Europe. | used it everywhere in all my travels around
Europe.

| brought about 1000 euros with me in cash to start off. Once | opened my Erste account, my parents

wired eurose to me intermittently throughout the semester (usually minimum 500 euros to reduce

transfer fees). | aave mv narents POA (nower of attornev) over mv TD bank account so that thev could
n n n

Cash or credit/debit are fine most places just like in Canada.

Plan your courses well ahead of time. Register the second registration begins, like at SFU. The
exchange courses will fill up in less than a minute, literally. Also note that most courses at WU have
30 or less students per class. | got all my courses as | enrolled the second it opened. WU will email
exchange students after a few days where they ask if you didn't get a specific course you wanted.
Then based on the responses, they may open more sections or try to get you into the course or a

MIS
English

The teaching style is a bit different. There's a lot more interactiveness and participation. Plenty of
group work. However, | must say the exchange courses were pretty easy, especially since SFU
students only need to pass the course and grades don't transfer back to SFU. Although, if you plan on
doing a Masters program, the grades can be retrieved from WU in the future so you should put more

effort.

Opportunity to experience a different part of the world and their culture, people and way of life. You get
to practice being more independent and make plenty of lifelong friends. You can travel all around
Europe with a backpack and have a blast! When else will you get the opportunity to travel and
experience the world for almost half the year with no family, career, or mortgage to tie you down?
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