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Learning in a different environment helped my personal and academic growth as I overcame new 
challenges and experiences. 
 
Experience Details  
Semester: Spring 
Year: 2023 
 
Introduction + Preparation  

I did a lot of research on accomadation, weather, banking, and the city. I tried not to plan too 
much and go with the flow once abroad.  

Previous Experience 

This was my first time out of north America and my first time travelling alone! It was scary at 
first but so rewarding.  

Location Research 

Reading past students surveys and researching exchange school cities helped me discover that 
Brisbane has the weather and lifestyle that I wanted to experience.  

Financial Preparation 

I worked full time during the summer at a waitressing job and took less classes the semester prior 
to have more time to work and save up money. I budgeted my weekly expenses but made sure 
there was a lot of squeeze room for unexpected emergencies or trips. Mine and so many other 
abroad students I met had computers break and needed to buy new ones.  

 



Packing 

Packing was stressful because Australia has reverse seasons from Canada, therefore determining 
what clothes to bring was confusing. I packed a lot, but I also bought more clothes and souvenirs 
here than I thought I would; I would suggest leaving room for buying items abroad. I would also 
suggest bringing bags for travelling while abroad because I ended up doing more travelling than 
I th



tutorials. Grading is slightly harder than SFU, given that assignments are more abstract and have 
less instruction than SFU.  

Accomplishments and Challenges 

There were some stressful times that came with being so far away from home, but facetime calls 
really helped that.  

Cultural and Environmental Observations 

Everyone I met was from around the world so there were a lot of cultural differences. I learned 
that all Australians love Canada and they all have been to or want to travel to Whistler! Many 
people assumed I was American when they first heard my accent, but were pleasantly surprised 
to hear I am Canadian.  

Social and Extracurricular Activities 

I joined the QUT surf club to put myself out of my comfort zone and went on a surf trip with the 
club. 

Wrap Up 

The time goes by quick so try not to be homesick and live in the moment. 

Reflection & Tips  
Reflection 

I am overall so glad that I studied abroad and decided to study at QUT. QUT was in a great 
location because of the ease of travelling to other destinations and had hot and sunny weather 
almost everyday. Brisbane City is also very safe and new. 

Most Valuable Aspects of This Experience 

Meeting new people and challenging myself by putting myself in unfamiliar social and academic 
situations.  

Connection to Academic Studies or Career Goals 

I took a variety of courses which helped me narrow down what field I want to major in.  

Advice for Future Students 

Take this opportunity to challenge yourself and become who you have always dreamed of.  

 



 

View of Brisbane city 

 



 

Deadmans Beach 

 



 

QUT surf club lessons at Broadbeach 

 



 

Koalas at The Australian Zoo 

 



 

Sunset view of Brisbane City from the CityCat Ferry 
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