
Exchange Report- Monash University Spring 2016 

Going to Australia through the Study Abroad program was an amazing opportunity! I travelled to the city of Melbourne 
for my exchange semester at Monash University for Spring 2016. Going to Monash was a wonderful choice for me as the 
university is internationally recognized and has an extensive list of courses available for business students, like myself. 

The application process for studying abroad can be time 
consuming, but trust me exchange is definitely one of the most 
rewarding experiences ever. In Australia, a study visa is required 
and I received mine online automatically after I applied. The visa 
and fight costs are expensive and Monash University requires all 
exchange students to purchase insurance costing approx. $300, 
so you must save up! However, everyday living costs are similar 
to Vancouver, the only exception being restaurant and 
entertainment prices. However, grocery shopping is a bit 
cheaper, tipping is not required at restaurants and the tax is built 
into prices, all great bonuses!  

When it comes to packing, I brought lots of short sleeve tops, 
shorts and bikinis! However, Melbourne is in the south of the 
country and in May it begins to gets windy and rainy so pack 
pants, sweaters, a warm jacket and umbrella. If you wear makeup, bring it with you, as it is double the price in Australia. 
and make sure to bring an adaptor as they use 240 volts. No need to bring a towel, sheets, pillow or other home supplies 
as there is a huge mall, a bus ride away, where everything can be purchased for cheap. For banking, I signed up with 
Commonwealth Bank, free of charge, which is conveniently located right on campus and all over the city. Before I left I 
also unlocked my iPhone and went with a cheap plan from Optus which gave me 3GB of data for $30! 

I travelled to Melbourne with two other SFU students and I recommend doing the 
same if you have never travelled internationally before. Upon arrival to the 
Melbourne airport, we waited for over an hour but got free pick up organized by 
Monash. Make sure to sign up for the free ride as the taxi fare can cost about $120 
to campus.  At the Clayton campus, I stayed at Roberts Hall



 

Melbourne is an awesome city filled with adventures and diverse people! The city 
is large and bustling, which means many things to do. I would recommend visiting 
the Queen Victoria Market, St. Kilda beach, the Fitzroy area, roof top bars, an 
Aussie footy game, Eureka tower, Hosier Lane, and the general CBD, of course. In 
Australia, museums and galleries are free to students so visit the National Gallery 
of Victoria, Australian Centre for Moving Images and Melbourne Museum. There 
are always events happening in the city like White Night, the Comedy Festival, 
Australian Formula 1 and the Melbourne Cup, so keep your eyes open. Also, I 
organized a road trip for me and my hall mates down the beautiful Great Ocean 
Road. There are many houses available for a rent at cheap prices, so it is worth it 
to plan your


