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Pre-Departure

After getting all the paperwork done, which seemed never ending, but
somehow | managed to get everything signed and sent off, | just had to wait for
official word from Monash University. It seemed to take forever, but | was pretty
lucky and received my official word of acceptance from them in Oct 2011 for the Feb
2012 term. From there it was sorting out my departure date, getting my visa and
buying my plane ticket. My visa came quite quickly, | had to go and get a certified
copy of my passport from a notary, but a day and $600 later | had my student visa
emailed to me.
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was tricky; |
- was trying to
= ; limit myself to
- C one suitcase
i 1. ol because | knew
— " | would be
travelling
before and after
and wanted to
ST e EN " have as little as
possible. The
only major issue
| had was
packing more
for the summer
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than the Melbourne fall/winter. Which was far chillier than | thought it would be. 1
ended up having to buy a thicker winter coat while | was there, and | was very

b j
worse than anything we have in Vancouver, but just make sure you bring a rain
jacket and some sweaters.

My flight was about $1600 but that price was a bit higher because | was
flying to New Zealand for a few weeks before heading to Melbourne. After a relaxing
time travelling New Zealand, | was off to Melbourne. | know that Monash provides a
shuttle to Clayton but because | had opted to live off campus | caught a shuttle into
the city to the hostel | was staying at.

I am so glad that | decided to live off
campus. | went back and forth on it
for a while before I left, but | figured
I wanted to be closer to the city
rather than out on campus. Once |
arrived in Melbourne it was a bit
stressful initially trying to figure
everything out. The first week there
was international orientation,
where you meet the other exchange
students, try to learn your way
around campus, and figure out the
Melbourne transit and on top of that
I was searching online for a place to
live. Thankfully I lucked out and the
first flat I looked at was perfect, and
I could move in fairly quickly. |
ended up living with two other
roommates in South Yarra, which is
just outside the downtown area of
Melbourne, and right by Chapel St.
(one of many fabulous
pub/restaurant/shopping areas). | n—
absolutely loved where 1 lived, it was a bit of a commute out to campus, but | was
able to walk into the city and be very close to some of the best parts of Melbourne!

I absolutely fell in love with Melbourne in the short time | was there. The
6 0 i d with money,
you just need to swipe your card when you board and leave a train/bus/tram and
you are on your way. Melbourne always has something happening, a festival or a
sports event. Make sure to go into the city and check them all out. My absolute
favourite event was the Melbourne Comedy Festival that ran from the end of March
through April. I saw as many different events as I could and loved every second of



that. Also when in Melbourne make sure to take in as much sport as you can! |
attended a mu nal 0 ;

the MCG or Etihad surrounded by screaming fans is unforgettable. The Aussies love
their sport and love explaining it to the uninitiated. | always found myself being
welcomed into a group of fans and cheering alongside them.

Along with sport Melbourne has an enormous culture of coffee. All around
Melbourne there are an endless array of fantastic cafes with patios serving
unbelievably fantastic coffee. Kicking back in the cafes and watching the world
stream by is a great way to enjoy a day. There is so much to explore in Melbourne,
from the Botanical Gardens where it often seems every person in Melbourne has
gone to exercise, or the little laneways which are covered in street art and hide some
of the best restaurants, pubs, bars, and shops in Melbourne.

Near Melbourne there are endless interesting weekend trips for exploring. |
managed to squeeze in trips to the Great Ocean Road (a must do!) where you can
drive along some treacherously windy road, take in the 12 Apostles, and see some

unbelievable
views, and wildlife
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Definitely attend Monash. Melbourne is a great city, Monash is a lively and
fun school, and you will come away from the experience like | did, completely in love
with Australia. Make sure to take the time to explore both Melbourne and Australia
as awhole, snorkel the Great Barrier Reef, take in a footy match, and try to catch
some surf,



