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Can I volunteer in Canada while I study?  
Volunteer activities for which a person would not normally be paid, which are part time and incidental to the main reason you 
are in Canada (to study), generally do not require a work permit.   
 

If the volunteer work is an activity for which a Canadian citizen or permanent resident might normally be hired, or if it is 
considered “competitive” within the Canadian labour market, it will generally be considered employment and you will require a 
work permit (or you will need to meet the eligibility requirements to work using your study permit). 

 

For more information, please visit the IRCC website: https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-
citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/foreign-workers/what-is-work.html  
 

What issues will  I need to consider when deciding whether or not to work?  
1. Work e ligibility  

Before starting work, you must ensure that you are eligible based on current IRCC regulations.  Please refer to the 
information on page 1 to see if you are legally able to work.   
 

It is your responsibility to ensure that you are eligible to work on and/or off campus before you begin working.  Working 
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