Maggie Benston Centre 1500
8888 University Drive
Burnaby BC V5A 1S6

Centre for Accessible Learning (CAL) Documentation Checklist

Having a disability means you are part of a legally protected category of people under Human Rights
legislation. This means we need to be able to verify the presence and impact of a disability through
documentation to ensure students with disabilities receive their entitled supports. If you do not yet have
documentation that meets the criteria below, please feel free to email us with anything you do have on
file — a brief doctor’s note, a hospital discharge form or other information by other medical

providers. You can send to cal_admin@sfu.ca, asking if it would suffice for an intake.

We may be able to get you started with interim accommodations while you gather appropriate

documentation.

The BC Ministry of Advanced Education and SFU recognize the ability of the following professionals to

diagnose and document disabilities and chronic ilinesses:

Condition Qualified Assessor

Physical/ mobility/ chronic Physician, Nurse Practitioner

illness

Visual Disability Ophthalmologist, Optometrist, or Orthoptist

D/deaf or hard of hearing Registered Audiologist

Neurological Physician, Neurologist, Neuropsychologist or Psychiatrist

Psychiatric or Mental Health  Physician or Nurse Practitioner (who has provided consistent and

regular care), Registered Psychologist, Psychiatrist

ADHD Physician or Nurse Practitioner (who has provided consistent and

regular care), Registered/School Psychologist, Psychiatrist

Specific Learning Disorders Registered Psychologist or Certified School Psychologist
(SLD)
Autism Spectrum Disorder Pediatrician, Psychiatrist or Registered Psychologist

(ASD)
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Documentation submitted to CAL for consideration of accommodations must meet the following
criteria:
Include the assessor’s name, title, phone #, address, signature, and official stamp or letterhead
Include the date the documentation was created.
Be recent (ideally created within last 3 years). Formal assessment reports from childhood may
also be accepted depending on the nature of the disability.
Be clear and legible.
Indicate the length of time you have been under the practitioner’s care.
Provide sufficient detail on the nature and impairments/ functional limitations of your medical
condition(s) or disability(ies) so that CAL can verify presence of a disability and provide
appropriate accommodations.
Identify side effects of medications that may adversely affect academic participation/
performance.

Identify timelines for rehabilitation and recovery if the diagnosis is temporary.

For Learning Disabilities Only (establishing ADHD does not require this additional detail to begin the
registration process, but may require additional documentation if accommodation requests are
significant):

Diagnosis of your achievement on individually administered, standardized tests in reading,



