2008
Statistics and Actuarial Science Awards

The Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science is pleased to honor its students, staff,
and faculty every year during our Annual Awards Reception. A full copy of all of the
award winners is available on our web site at
http://www.stat.sfu.ca/programs/awards.html

The Department has 6 major awards:

The April Allen Memorial Undergraduate Scholarship for students with high standing in
Actuarial Science established by T.A. Townley & Associates to honor the spirit of April Allen.
The Watson Wyatt Scholarship for students with high standing in Actuarial Science
established by the Watson Wyatt Company.

The Pacific Blue Cross Scholarship for students with high standing in Actuarial Science
established by Pacific Blue Cross.

R. Bruce Coles Memorial Scholarship in Actuarial Science.

The Statistical Society of Canada (SSC) award.

The Statistics and Actuaria


http://www.stat.sfu.ca/programs/awards.html




STAT, BUS and ECON courses to meet the VEE requirements. | have continued to maintain an
excellent academic record during the last three terms.

This term | began to take ACMA courses. Compared with other courses | took before,
they are more difficult and challenging. | need to put more effort in those courses. According to
my performance in the previous terms, | am really confident of my further study in actuarial
science. | am planning to take more SOA exams before I graduate from SFU. | hope to complete
my Bachelords degree over the next year.

This scholarship is awarded annually to a student in an approved Actuarial Science
program who has completed ACMA320. It is granted on the basis of academic
performance.

(Joyce) Yi Zhang writes:

| am a fourth year undergraduate student, majoring



| did an 8-month coop term with Mercer Human Resource Consulting in the year 2007 and now |
am doing a 4-month coop at Manulife in their Toronto office. All the coop terms are very
valuable to me, because they enable me to integrate my academic study with practical experience
in the business and industry. Of course, | know Actuarial Science is by no means an easy major,
it needs great diligence and devotion. And there is still quite a lot of work for me to do to
become a qualified actuary. However, | firmly believe that as long as | continue to study and
work hard, I shall reach my career goal one day in the future.

Pacific Blue Cross Scholarship

One Pacific Blue Cross Scholarship in Actuarial Science will be made available, based on
academic merit, to a 3rd or 4th year student with a declared major in Actuarial Science.

Shuo Lu writes:

After two years in Langara College and two years in Simon Fraser University, | have just
completed all the credits needed to graduate. Being awarded the Pacific Blue Cross Scholarship
is a great achievement for me and am greatly motivated to continue on my path of becoming an
actuary. 1 would like to thank the people at Pacific Blue Cross for their generous support.

Iom so glad that | made the decision of pursuing a career in actuarial science when | first
transferred to SFU. love had a great experience in the past two years. love been enjoying
challenging myself by those tough but interesting ACMA courses and discussing actuarial
science problems with my classmates. Although sometimes | felt frustrated, | still strove for best
results possible and | successfully maintained a high level GPA.

Now with four SOA exams, 10m seeking a co-op opportunity to put into practice theories love
spent years learning. | know that there is a long way ahead of me before being a qualified actuary
and | will be facing a lot of difficulties, but 10m confident that with hard work | will finally reach
my goal.

R. Bruce Coles Memorial Scholarship

This scholarship is awarded annually to a student in an approved Actuarial Science
program who has completed ACMA320. It is granted on the basis of academic
performance.

Vicky Yen writes:

| first heard about actuarial science from my uncle, who is an actuary working for ING in Asia.
At that time, | was still a freshman in the Faculty of Science at the University of British
Columbia. Exhausted from hours of tedious chemistry labs, physics experiments, and molecular
structures, | realized that my interest was not in the field of science. Thus, | began pursuing a
more suitable and expedient career goal. With my uncleés informative and encouraging



suggestions as well as my research into the field, | have decided that | wish to become an
actuary.

After completing my first year in UBC, | applied for a transfer to Simon Fraser University to
study actuarial science. Although learning that the actuarial science program was very
competitive, | was determined to give it a try since | knew that this career would be very suitable
for me.

| am currently a fourth year student in the Actuarial Science program in SFU and | am
graduating in the spring of 2008. Upon completion of my degree, I plan on working in a financial
institution, where | can contribute my knowledge to help analyze the potential risks and profit
gains from a business investment. Putting my innovative ideas to use, | can also help create
financial tools that enable the company to compete with other financial firms. I have confidence
that with my positive attitude and motivation, | can become a successful actuary in the future.

(James) Zhujun Xu writes:

To be honest, | had planned to be a professional poker player prior to my actuarial study.
Undoubtedly, knowledge of statistics is the key to winning, which drove me to visit our
department two years ago. However, | immediately changed my mind after being caught by the
introduction to actuarial science. Intuition told me, an actuary might be my dreaming career.

Before | took ACMA 210, the first course in the SFU actuarial science program, | was told by a
few friends that actuarial science was very challenging and better spend more time studying.
Meanwhile, since I didn't have enough life savings, | had to either work or get a student loan to
finance my study. Due to lack of confidence, | decided to temporarily keep my full-time job to
see how far | could go.

Right after | started, | found that the competition for this program was very high and the courses
were demanding as well, particularly the ACMA courses. However, | also realized that the
ACMA program is exactly what | had been looking for. The professors also made the courses
interesting and lively. Even though | have been busy with working and studying in the past four
semesters, | really enjoyed learning STAT, ACMA and BUS courses.

Happily, my hard work paid off. Currently, I am working as an actuarial co-op student at Sun
Life Financial, applying the solid knowledge and skills built up at SFU to the real world. I've
successfully passed the SOA exams P, FM and MLC. | will be sitting both MFE and exam C in
the coming May, probably FAP afterwards. An actuary is by no means an easy career, but | am
motivated and determined to be successful in the near future.

At last, 1 would express my appreciation to the staff and faculty members in our department for
their generous support during my study.



Statistical Society of Canada

The Statistical Society of Canada Award will be presented to an undergraduate student
who is a declared major/honors in Statistics and/or Actuarial Science. The criteria for
selection for the award are academic merit and a commitment to the mission of the SSC.
The SSC is a national organization representing statisticians from across Canada. Its
mission is to encourage the development and use of statistics and probability.

To achieve this, the Statistical Society of Canada:

- helps to develop a public awareness of the value of statistical thinking and the
importance of statistics and statisticians in Canadian society;

- works to ensure that decisions affecting Canadian society are based on appropriate
data and valid statistical interpretation;

- promotes the highest possible standards for statistical education and practice in
Canada;

- promotes the development of statistical methodology;

- promotes a sense of community among all statisticians in Canada;

- provides a forum for the exchange of ideas between theoreticians and practitioners
of statistics.

This award was generously endowed by the Statistical Society of Canada using proceeds
of the net revenue from the SSC Annual Meeting held at Simon Fraser University in
2001.

The Statistical Society of Canada Award will be presented to an undergraduate student



Even combining my proficiency in Mathematics and Statistics, the challenge of these courses
surprised me quite a bit. | found my performances not nearly as stellar as they were in my
previous courses. However, | did not allow myself to get discouraged.

My desire to learn, fascination with the subject, together with my determination to succeed,
eventually allowed me to learn a tremendous amount from my Actuarial Mathematics and
Statistical courses. | gained a deep understanding of various topics in Actuarial Science and
Statistics, and | knew | wanted to one day work as a consultant or as a researcher in either of
these fields.

Finding myself wanting to try my hand in research, | spent the summer of 2007 as a research
assistant in computer experiments after having been awarded an NSERC USRA. The experience
has taught me a lot about research, and has positively affected my decision to pursue a masterso
degree in Statistics.

Now, I am in my final semester of my undergraduate degree and | look forward to graduating
just before my 20" birthday. | wish to thank my parents, who have been very supportive of my
decisions and allowed me the independence that | needed to thrive. | am also extremely grateful
to my professors for all the challenging and fascinating courses that they have taught and for
their continued support as | continue my academic career. With this, I am confident that |
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Undergraduate Awards

Undergraduate Open Scholarships:
Jervyn Ang 1077, 1081
Qian Cao 1081
Shu Man Chan 1081
Raymond Chiang 1077
Phillip Jang 1074, 1077, 1081
John Kowalik 1081
Rong Li 1074
Shuo Lu 1077, 1081
Tim Luo 1074, 1077, 1081
Yifan Xu 1074, 1077, 1081
Jinhuang Yan 1081
Roger Yang 1074, 1077, 1081
Vicky Yen 1074, 1077, 1081
Ying Yuan 1081
Yi Zhang (Joyce) 1077, 1081
Yuchen Zhang 1081
Wei Zhao 1077, 1081

Alumni Scholarship & Bursary Endowment
Fund:

Jervyn Ang 1077, 1081

Raymond Chiang 1077

John Kowalik 1081

Shuo Lu 1077, 1081

Yifan Xu 1074, 1077

Yuchen Zhang 1081

Wei Zhao 1077, 1081

The Gordon M Shrum Scholarship:
Ping-Teng Lin 1074, 1077, 1081
Henry Liu 1077, 1081
Brad Neilson 1077, 1081
John Than 1074, 1081
Tommy Yip 1077, 1081

The Summit Entrance Scholarship:
Yejun Song 1077, 1081
SiCong Yan 1077, 1081

Ken & Su Jang Scholarship for Women in
Science:
Yi Zhang 1077



Graduate Awards

Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research
Trainee Award:

Eric Sayre

Kelly Burkett

Jean Shin

CIHR Doctoral Research Award:
Kelly Burkett

Pacific Century Graduate Scholarship:
Jorge Rodriguez



