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Mercury spill response procedure 

EHS is equipped with a specialized mercury spill kit. Contact EHS for assistance. 

 SFU local Mobile 
Director, Research and Laboratory Safety 2-7265 (604) 375-3310 

inhalation, 
since mercury will vaporize at room temperature.  Mercury is not considered a skin irritant but with long 
term exposure can lead to allergic skin reaction. It is a developmental hazard and may harm the unborn 
child, but is not considered a reproductive toxin or carcinogenic. 

Small spills (no more than a few milliliters) may be cleaned by lab personnel with assistance from EHS. 
For large spills or if you are unsure about safely cleaning up a spill, then evacuate the lab, restrict access 
and contact Campus Security at 778-782-4500. 

Initial response 

• Notify lab occupants of the mercury spill. 
• Evacuate lab. Mercury is volatile at room temperature and releases vapour that is colorless, 

odorless, tasteless and toxic. 

• If possible, shut off room heat and any heat-producing equipment
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8. If using a Pasteur pipette, pick up visible mercury beads and deposit them in a glass vial. 
9. 

http://hazmatwaste.its.sfu.ca/
http://www.worksafebc.com/
https://www.ec.gc.ca/mercure-mercury/default.asp?lang=En&n=D2B2AD47-1
https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/chemicals/chem_profiles/mercury.html

