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Hazard Alert – Ethanol fire burns Research Associate 
In preparation to conduct bacterial culture work on the open bench, an employee sterilized the 
benchtop and their gloves with ethanol in the presence of a lit Bunsen burner. The Bunsen 
burner stayed lit from a previous procedure as employee intended to use it for flame sterilization 
of equipment for the bacterial culture work. As the employee poured ethanol into a small glass 
jar, a fire ignited and spread to the employee’s hand, arm, lab coat and benchtop.  Combustible 
materials stored nearby also caught fire before other lab personnel were able to use a fire 
extinguisher to 
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