
Qualifying Examination Guidelines 

The examination will consist of one or two questions determined collectively by the QE examination committee, 

and based on the final revised research statement and bibliography. 

The questions are to be answered in essay form and submitted within 10 days of receiving the questions. 

1. The supervisor will provide the Program Assistant with the exam questions and the Program Assistant 

will send the questions to the student via email at an agreed upon date and time.  

a. The student should produce one or two essays (as determined by the QE examination 

committee) totalling 40 to 50 double-spaced pages, exclusive of bibliography, appendices, and 

tables. 

b. QE essays should use a recognized citation style. 

2. The student will email the essays to the Program Assistant and the QE examination committee 10 full 

days later, before or by the same time of day the questions were originally provided to the student. 

a. The student is also required to submit a hard copy of the exam to the Program Assistant as soon 

as possible. 

3. The QE examination committee will confer and agree (majority decision required) on an 

evaluation within 10 days of receipt of the exam. 

a. Possible results are: 

¶ Pass 

¶ Require oral defence before determining pass or fail evaluation; or 

¶ Fail 

4. 


