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SENATE COMMITTEE ON UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES 
 

MINUTES 
 

November 5, 2015 ~ 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
Strand Hall ~ Room 3171 

 
Attendees: G. Myers (Chair), A. Chinnery, A. Clapp, J. Craig, P. Gallilee, A. Gemino, M. Gotfrit,  

J. Hinchliffe (secretary), L. Legris, C. Lowenberger, E. Park, S. Rhodes,  
N. van Houten (M. Lechner) 

 
Regrets: M. Lechner 
 
Introductions were made for the benefit of Nienke van Houten, representing Health Sciences 
for M. Lechner. 

 
1. Approval of the Agenda 
 
The Chair added an agenda item under ‘Business Arising’ regarding N Grades. 
The Agenda was approved as amended. 
 
2. Approval of the Minutes of October 1, 2015  
 
The minutes were approved as presented. 
 
3. Business Arising 
 
a. N. Grades 
 
The Chair gave a brief overview of the N Grade document to be presented to Senate for 
approval. A minor revision is needed to the calendar language changing the word ‘must’ to 
‘will’ to make clearer its intent. 
All agreed to revise the document before forwarding to Senate for approval. 
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4. Old Business 
 
a. Faculty of Science  
 
1. Department of Chemistry (REVISED SCUS 15-12e) 
 
Motion 1 
It was moved by C. Lowenberger and seconded by A. Clapp 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
Upper and Lower division requirement changes to the Chemistry Major Program 
effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
 

2. Department of Earth Sciences (SCUS 15-36b) (DEFERRED) 
 

(i) Prerequisite change to EASC 405 
 

5. New Business 
 
a. Faculty of Applied Sciences (SCUS 15-37) 
 
1. School of Computing Science (SCUS 15-37a) 
 
Motion 2 
It was moved by E. Park and seconded by A. Clapp 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
Upper and Lower division requirement changes to the Computing Science Minor 
program effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
 
2. School of Engineering Science (SCUS 15-37b) 
 
Motion 3 
It was moved by E. Park and seconded by L. Legris 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
requirement changes to the Computer and Electronics Design Minor program effective 
Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
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Motion 8 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by L. Legris 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegate authority and send to Senate for information the 
Lower division requirement changes to the 

�x English Major 
�x English Honours 
�x Joint Major English and Communication 
�x Joint Major English and French Literatures 
�x Joint Major English and Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies 
�x Joint Major English and History 
�x Joint Major English and Humanities 
�x English Minor 
�x English Extended Minor effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
 

2. Department of History (SCUS 15-38b) 
 
Motion 9 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by A. Clapp 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the  
�x New Course Proposal: HIST 244-3, Colonialism and Nationalism in South Asia 
�x B-Hum designation for HIST 244 effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
Motion 10 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by L. Legris 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
deletion of HIST 466 effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
 
3. School for International Studies (SCUS 15-38c) 
 
Motion 11 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by L. Legris 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
New Course Proposal: IS 300-4, Research Methods in International Studies effective 
Fall 2016.” 

CARRIED 
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Motion 12 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by C. Lowenberger 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
title change for IS 240 effective Fall 2016.” 

CARRIED 
 
Motion 13 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by L. Legris 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
Upper and Lower Division requirement changes to the International Studies Major and 
Honours Programs and the International Studies and World Literature Joint Major 
program effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
 
There was much discussion to reword the calendar language to make clearer the intent 
including a revised rationale. 
 
4. Labour Studies Program (SCUS 15-38d) 
 
Motion 14 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by L. Legris 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
deletion of LBST 301 effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
 
Motion 15 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by L. Legris 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
Upper and Lower Division requirement changes to the Labour Studies Minor program 
effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
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5. Department of Philosophy (SCUS 15-38e) 
 
Motion 16 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by C. Lowenberger 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
�x Course number change for PHIL XX1 
�x B-Soc/B-Sci designation for PHIL 105-3, Critical Thinking 
�x Course number change for PHIL 231 
�x Title change for PHIL 144 
�x B-Hum designation for PHIL 121 effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
 

Motion 17 
It was moved by J. Craig and seconded by A. Gemino 
 

“that SCUS approve under delegated authority and send to Senate for information the 
Upper Division requirement changes to the Joint Major in Philosophy and Health 
Sciences effective Summer 2016.” 

CARRIED 
 

6. Department of Political Science (SCUS 15-38f
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Motion 20 
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c. Faculty of Communication, Art and Technology (SCUS 15-39) 
 
1. School for the Contemporary Arts (SCUS 15-39a) 
 
Motion 
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CARRIED 
 

6. Other Business 
 
a. SCUS Subcommittee (SCUS 15-32) 
 
1. Motions 
 

(i) Final Examinations T20.02 (SCUS 15-32c) 
 

This agenda item will be brought forward as a Notice of Motion to finalize the revisions to this 
policy. There was much discussion regarding the many issues around final examinations 
beginning with the timing of exams and the need for clear consistent language. It was agreed 
that there needed to be a review of all examination issues to come up with a comprehensive 
policy for example ghost exams, exam bank, non-return of exams, exam hardship, midterms 
etc.  Gord will bring this back to the working group. 
 
2. Notice of Motion 
 

(i) Residency requirements (SCUS 15-32d) 
(ii) Post Baccalaureate Diploma Program Transfer Credit (SCUS 15-32e) 
 

The committee discussed and revised the policy language for Residency requirements to 
include a ‘From’ and ‘To’ format with a rationale. There is currently no calendar language 
regarding residency requirements but yet it is practiced. A PDF format will be circulated to the 
SCUS group so they may review it with their faculty or group. Any feedback or concerns are to 
be brought forward to a future SCUS meeting. J. Hinchliffe added that the exchange credit 
residency requirement was approved by SCUS a few years ago; she will send the information 
out to the committee. 

 
3. For Discussion – no documents 
 

(i) Pass/Withdraw Grades 
(ii) Coordination Issues 
(iii) Educational Goals 
 

Due to time constraints, these items for discussion were tabled until the next SCUS meeting. 
 

b. SCUS Annual Report (SCUS 15-40) 
 
This item will go to Senate for information. 
 




