
MINUTES of SENATE COMMITTEE ON UNIVERSITY PRIORITIES 
Wednesday, October 21st, 2020 

2:30 PM ς 4:00 PM via Zoom Video Conferencing 
    

AGENDA   
Attendees:  T. Brennand, G. Chapman, J. Denholm, J. Derksen, J. Driver, E. Fiume, D. Laitsch, G. 

Myers, Z. Naqvi, D. O’Neil, W. Parkhouse, A. Parmar, J. Pulkingham, S. Raza, M. Roman, 



require Ministry approval, this information is not necessary as the FPP is for a second degree, although 
the proponents may add these sections in full if they wish to provide a more fulsome package for 
Committee members. 
 
M. Ahmadi thanked the member for the comment and confirmed that the Director of the School of 
Engineering had provided the same feedback during the consultation process. The FPP will address this. 
    
The Chair called for further questions. Hearing none the vote was called. 
           Motion Carried 
        
5. Faculty of Applied Sciences: External Review of the School of Computing Science  SCUP 20-45 
Guests:  Mohamed Hefeeda, Eugene Fiume, Glynn Nicholls    
 
The Chair welcomed guests to the meeting and outlined that the item comes to SCUP to allow the 
School Director and the Dean to share their findings and thoughts. The motion was introduced. 
 
Motion: 
That SCUP approve and recommend to Senate the Action Plan for the School of Computing Science that 
resulted from its external review. 

Moved: C. Shaw 
Second: P. Tingling 

 
A Committee Member commented that it is important that the Action Plan addresses time to 
completion and an increase in the number of elective courses and available seats as a means of 
addressing it.  
 
M. Hefeeda noted that students are beginning to see faster completion times and exploration of areas 
of study within the faculty.  
 



2. Top companies, such as Apple and Google, recruit faculty members  
3. Top universities, domestically and internationally, recruit faculty 
4. The issue is a component of being a top School and speaks to the excellence of faculty 

 
E. Fiume commented that retention of faculty members is a key goal for FAS. 
 
A committee member commented on section 1.1. and asked how the School has increased engagement 
with undergraduate students? Have they reached out to SFSS or the CS Student Society? 
 
M. Hefeeda responded that he regular meetings with the CS Student Societies and that they collect 
information from students and present it to the School. Through these meetings the stakeholders 
develop a collaborative action plan to address areas of concern, such as addressing enrolment access 
over the past few years and current development of more applied courses vs strictly theoretical courses.  
 
Lastly the Chair commented this was a positive External Review and that SCUP appreciates the efforts 
within the School of Computing Science.  
 
The chair called for a vote on the motion. 
           Motion Carried 
 
6. Faculty of Science: External Review of the Department of Statistics and Actuarial Science 
Guests:  Tim Swartz, Paul Kench, Glynn Nicholls     SCUP 20-46 
 
The Chair welcomed guests to the meeting and outlined that the item comes to SCUP to allow the 
School Director and the Dean to share their findings and thoughts. The motion was introduced. 
 
Motion:  
That SCUP approve and recommend to Senate the Action Plan for the Department of Statistics and 
Actuarial Science that resulted from its external review. 

Moved: T. Brennand 
Second: D. Laitsch 

 
A committee member commented that there are three areas of the external review (herein referred to 
as ER) that are particularly relevant to the student experience: 

1. Students like taking courses from tenure track professors as it presents an opportunity to 
develop a working relationship with someone whom they can take further classes with. 

2. Happy to see increased course offerings in the Summer semester as there are often few courses 
to choose from and taking courses in the Summer term allows students to improve their degree 
competition time. 

3. The Sports Institute and Analytics is a strong addition to this program and is of interest to 
students. It is a very popular student club amoung SFU students. 

 
A committee member asked whether there is a lack of enthusiasm for developing a professional 
master’s program? 
 
T. Swartz responded that in this field students need to be engaged in full-time research and PMPs are 
typically part-time. Currently in the MSc in Actuarial Science every student completes a Co-op term and 



writes some of the required professional exams as part of the program. Actuarial Sciences does not 
believe there is a market for a PMP, at this time. 
 
A committee member commented that the ER is well done and the department should be extremely 
proud of being in the top five Statistics departments in Canada.  
 
The Chair offered congratulations on a very strong review and called for further questions or comments. 
Hearing none the vote was called. 
           Motion Carried 
 


