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SEE 890 - QUALIFYING EXAMINATION 
 

The student will submit a brief written research proposal and defend it orally to his/her supervisory committee within 

the first 24 months of admission or transfer to the Ph.D. program. Prior to the qualifying exam, it is expected that 

students should undergo at least one annual review with their supervisory committee. 

The student should register for SEE 890 - PhD Qualifying Exam in the semester in which the research proposal is to be 

defended. The proposal’s defense will be judged according to the feasibility and scientific merits of the proposed 

research, and demonstration of a sophisticated understanding of general material in the student's major area of study. 

This level of understanding is associated with senior undergraduate and first year graduate course material. 

The possible outcomes of the qualifying examination are “satisfactory”, “satisfactory with concern”, and 

“unsatisfactory”. A student with “satisfactory with concern” will be required to re-submit the research proposal and 

defend it for the second and final time within six months and/or to complete more courses. Failing the qualifying 

examination will trigger an unsatisfactory progress report which may require program withdrawal as per Graduate 

General Regulation 1.8.2. 

PROCEDURES  

The process for scheduling, conducting and reporting on a PhD Qualifying Examination is:   

 

1. Candidate confirms with Supervisor(s) intent and readiness to undertake PhD Qualifying Exam.  

2. Candidate contacts the Graduate Program Assistant to be enrolled in SEE 890. 

3. 
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Typically, a proposal consists of the components listed below, with a typical length of each component given in 

parentheses. It is understood that the structure of the proposal may be field or problem-specific, so the list below is 

only a guideline.  


