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Title of Workshop: Discover Insects - What is an Insect? 
 
Objective/s: 
 

• Students will gain an understanding of the different parts/features of an insect and their 
uses 

• Students will learn about different insect habitats, and how they can catch insects 
themselves 

• Students will get to draw their own insect, applying their knowledge of how individual 
parts of their insect better suit the insect for its environment (ex. Beetle has swimming 
legs because it lives in the water and this helps it catch its prey) 

• Students will learn how to describe insects (an essential skill for effective science 
communication and identification) 

 
Learning Outcomes:  
 

• What makes something an insect? 
• Where can you find insects, and how can you catch them? 
• How do different features on an insect aid its ability to forage, mate, and avoid predators? 
• How can accurate descriptions help us to better understand and identify insects? 

 
Target Audience: Grade 3-6, ~30 students 
 
Duration of Workshop: 1hr 
 
Delivery Method: Online instruction 
 
Materials Required: 
 
Pipe cleaners 
Draw your own insect worksheet 
 
Allergy risks/Safety Protocols: 



 
Pipe-cleaners do have moderately sharp ends so be cautious with younger levels. 
 
Definition of terms/Introduction/Orientation: 
 
Forage- The seeking for wild food resources 
 
Procedure/Instructions: 
 
Instructor will give presentation “What is an Insect”, in the middle of the presentation is a short 
activity with pipe-cleaners. Following the presentation, students will have the opportunity to 
make their own insect. This can be as involved as the student wishes. The hope is that students 
will apply the knowledge from the slides to their own insect, and choose antenna, legs, body 
shape, and colour to the environment they want their insect to live.  
 
Feedback/Discussion: 
 
If kids want to repurpose pipe cleaners to make insect antennae (Can glue right onto page, or 
poke through page) that’s great!  
Creativity is encouraged here! Insects are so diverse, so let your imagination run wild. 
Remind kids about the body parts that all insects have to make sure they’re included in final 
picture 
 
Follow up activities or readings: 
 
Follow up with your class about what the parts on their new insect are called! You could search 
for images of various insects on the internet and walk through different features on the insects 
body and discuss why all of these features are important for the insects survival. 
 
Depending on the weather, you can take your class out for a nature walk and look for insects 
together! In the Spring and early Fall I would highly recommend putting out pitfall traps (see 
below) with your class and checking to see if you’ve caught anything overnight! 
 
DIY pitfall trap: 
 
You will need: 
A plastic cup (this could be an old yogurt container, plastic drinking cup) 
Small shovel 
Tray 
 

1. Dig a small hole in the ground that is approximately the size of your cup of choice 
2. Place your cup in the hole and make sure that is level. You want the tm hfrp surex shsaw frp  cwp sm hfrsw afrp
sssaw frp syw 5 !O -! ” q frpc f f frpc hm bm/rvp cm H! bf f fpff/mcm ahyy, !m o!!msew frp srew frp s saw frp p sm hfrvew frp y fvew frp ww afrp p sm hssww
frp s ww afrp p sm hfrhwp sm hfrp surex sh iw frp surw frptw frp shiwew frpvewe
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4. Empty the cup in the morning into a tray and try and ID what you have found 
5. Good luck! 

 
*Important: trap location is important, you are more likely to have greater capture success if you 
place the trap in a garden, grassland, or forested area. You are less likely to catch many insects if 
you place the trap in a maintained grass field.  
 


