
Tackling the Carbon Footprint of Streaming Media       

 

 
Best practices for individuals 
 
For all: decarbonize 
 All sectors need to move to renewable energy as quickly as possible. However, decarbonization 
alone is not sufficient. The earth is a finite system. Scenarios in which ICT is powered by renewable 
energy and we can continue to consume all we want are unlikely. We find more compelling the 
recommendations that consider that ICT must conserve energy. 
 
For individuals 
 Individuals have the crucial role of slowing the demand for streaming and other ICT use. As 
Preist, Schien, and Blevis (2016) point out, “the overall infrastructure is growing too fast for the 
efficiency gains to offset this growth, and there is currently an unsustainable absolute growth in energy 
consumption” (1328). Recognizing this, Andrae (2020) writes, “it does not seem useful for individuals to 
calculate their personal ICT electricity consumption” (27). In other words, individual solutions can never 


