
 
General terms you hear all the time on set: 
 
Apple box - A sturdy wooden crate used to raise and level everything from camera, to 
props, to actors. They come in different sizes..ie: full apple, 1/2 apple, 1/4 apple, and 
1/8 apple (also called a Pancake). They are provided by the Grip Department  
Back to One - When the Director wants everyone to return to their starting locations for 
that scene to begin another take.  
Barn Doors - Side panels on lights in front of the lens used to shape and direct light at 
the source.  



 
Dolly - Heavy camera platform that can smoothly move a camera up/down, side to side, 
forward and back, or on a track all while supporting the camera, camera operator, and 
the camera 1st assistant.  
Dubbing, looping - when they match dialogue with lip movements in post.  
Eye line - the direction the actor is looking during a scene. This is often “cheated” 
so that it appears correct in camera. 
Field Recording – Typically longer audio recordings which capture a myriad of 



 
!"#$%&'$()#* - An old film saying indicating that everything needed for a scene or project 
has been shot and the exposed film has been transferred to light proof containers. Today it 
means weʼre done with one section and ready to move on to the next.  
Insert Shot - This is a shot which adds to the detail of a scene such as a hand 
holding a remote control which is shot from an actors POV.  
Hot set - The set with all of its lights and props are in place and ready for shooting. 
You should not sit, stand in, or move anything on a hot set.  
Jenny/Genny - short for diesel electric generator, which powers the entire set  
Key light - The main light source which could be one light, multiple lights, the sun or a 
combination of these. Whenever on set always mindful of the lights being used to light 
the set and never walk between a light and set (especially the key) during a take.  
Key PA - the most experienced PA or been around the longest.  
Lavaliers - Small microphones that are worn by the actors. These are usually hidden 
under the actors clothing. These are the micʼs used when an actor is “getting micʼd”. It 
may also be called a radio mic because the sound is transmitted to the mixer. 
Lighting terms - “Kill the light.” “Save the light.” - turn off the light.  
Lock-up - Order given by 1st AD to have all movement on set stopped while the shot is  
happening. All movement within the frame line or near the set is stopped, all talking or  
work that can be heard on set is stopped.  
Lunch - Meal break 6 hours after Crew Call time.  
Magic/Golden hour - A 15 to 30 minute time at sunset or sunrise which creates a warm  
glow.  
Martini - last shot of the day  
Master shot - wide shot of the entire area   
MOS - no sound is being recorded for this shot.  
New Deal - When the current scene has been shot and weʼre moving on to the next 
scene.  
Overlapping - This when the actors speak at the same time and overlap their voice, 
or someone speaks and a door closes. This causes a problem when the editor needs 
to cut together takes from different camera angles each with their own sound track. It 
is important that you learn to take a beat between your dialogue and another actors 
dialogue, or any action which causes noise such as putting down a cup or picking up 
keys.  
Paper tape - paper-like tape widely used where gaffers tape is too strong (like on 
an exterior of a car or other sensitive surfaces) 
Plate Shot - Wide shot of scene without actors used for editing.  
POV - point of view. The camera shoots the scene as it would look through the 



   
Production Designer - head of the Art department, all the props, the scenery,  
everything that makes up the environment of the set weʼre shooting  
Production Value - the quality of the film, not the acting or directing, but the sets,  
costumes, design, etc.   
Props - short for ʻpropertiesʼ. Objects used by the talent. (Glasses, briefcase, cell  
phone) Not a structural part of the set.  
Pushed call - When the call time has been pushed to a later time.  Example: Instead  
of 7 am, they say the call times have been pushed 1/2 hour. So youʼd come in at 7:30  
am.!



 
Video village - A place with chairs and monitors for viewing the takes. This is set up 
for Executive Producers and Agency representatives.    
Wild Sound / Wild Lines - Sound which is recorded without camera or without sync to 
camera. Wild lines are where an actor will repeat their dialogue to give the sound editor 
extra material to edit with in case there was a problem with the sync dialogue.  
Wrangler - there are extras wranglers who work with background extras, and 
animal wranglers who work with animals.  
Wrap - "thatʼs a wrap!” aka weʼre done, go home! Also used for equipment “Wrap 
that light.” 


