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Mark Angelo, Chair of the Rivers Institute at 
the British Columbia Institute of Technology, 
is a noted river advocate, teacher and writer. 
He is the founder and chair of both the BC and 
World Rivers Days. Mark is a recipient of the 
Order of Canada and also holds the Order of 
British Columbia, in recognition of 
outstanding achievement in preserving 
Canada's waterways. He was the first 
recipient of the National River Conservation 
Award as Canada's most outstanding river 
conservationist in the past decade and he 
received the inaugural United Nations 
Stewardship Award. His involvement with 
conservation issues in British Columbia spans 
four decades and he has published close to 
300 articles and editorials. Mark has also 
paddled approximately 1000 rivers around 
the world and continues to work closely with 
local organizations across Canada, and in 
many different countries, on river 

received an 

Honourary Doctorate in Science 
from Simon Fraser University. 
 
Ken Ashley* earned his BSc and MSc in 
Zoology, and MASc and PhD in 
Civil/Environmental Engineering from UBC. 
He worked for the Fisheries Research and 
Development Section of the BC Ministry of 
Environment for 25 years where he 
developed a variety of innovative lake 
aeration, lake and stream fertilization and 
habitat restoration solutions. From 2005 – 
2007, Ken worked at the Greater Vancouver 
Regional District as Senior Engineer in the 
Utility Analysis and Environmental 
Management Division to learn about the 
deleterious effects of municipal wastewater 
discharges and drinking water withdrawals 
on aquatic ecosystems.  He returned to the 

Ministry of Environment in 2008 where he 
was the provincial contact for the Living 
Rivers Program and other habitat restoration 
/compensation programs.  A member of the 
Salmon 2100 project team, Ken is currently an 
instructor at the BC Institute of Technology in 
the new undergraduate degree program in 
Ecological Restoration, and an Adjunct 
Professor of Civil Engineering at UBC, and is a 
senior scientist with Northwest Hydraulic 
Consultants in North Vancouver. 
 
Sonia Batten completed her PhD at 
Southampton University in the UK and then 
began a postdoctoral position with the Sir 
Alister Hardy Foundation for Ocean Science 
working on the north Atlantic Continuous 
Plankton Recorder survey. In 2000 she moved 
to Nanaimo, BC and coordinated the setting 
up of the N
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Dr. Groot served as Biological Director of the 
Netherlands Institute of Sea Research in 1966 
and in 1968 he returned to Canada and the 
Pacific Biological Station. His studies there 
centered on: problems of Pacific salmon 
migration, specifically on how these fish find 
their way during long distance journeys; 
problems related to salmonid enhancement; 
and the potential effects of global climate 
change on west coast fisheries resources. 
 
Dr. Groot has acted as research supervisor for 
numerous MSc and PhD candidates of Canadian 
and Dutch universities and has been a visiting 
professor at Simon Fraser University and the 
Bamfield Marine Station. He has also conducted 
Animal Behaviour workshops at the Pacific 
Biological Station, Malaspina University 
College, and the Rajamangala University in 
Trang, Thailand.  In 1993 Kees retired from 
DFO, became Scientist Emeritus, and started a 
private consulting business ‐ Yellow Point Bio‐
Research.  
 
Scott Hinch is a fisheries scientist in the 
Department of Forest Sciences and Centre for 
Applied Conservation Research at the 
University of British Columbia. He received 
BSc and MSc degrees from the University of 
Western Ontario and a PhD from the 
University of Toronto. Since joining 
UBC in 1994, he has developed two broad 
research programs: the study of salmon 
migration energetics, physiology, behaviour 
and survival; and, the study of land‐use 
impacts on salmonids and their habitat. He 
collaborates extensively with colleagues 
studying physiology, biochemistry and 
genomics and uses an interdisciplinary 
approach to tackle pressing issues in the 
conservation and management of Pacific 
salmonids. 
 
Dr. Hinch has been studying Fraser River 
sockeye salmon ocean and freshwater 
migrations for the past 16 years and has 
participated in several past inquiries into 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His research focuses on climate impacts on 
the water cycle, forests and aquatic 
ecosystems, and how climate information is 
or isn't being used in resource management 
decisions.    
 
Nathan received a BSc from the University of 
California at Davis in 1988, and a PhD from 
the UW’s Department of Atmospheric Science 
in 1994. He spent one year as a postdoctoral 
Fellow at Scripps Institute of Oceanography 
working on a pilot project for the 
International Research Institute for Climate 
Prediction. In April 2000, he received a 
Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists 
and Engineers for his climate impacts 
research and public outreach activities. He 
was a member of the PICES panel on Fisheries 
and Ecosystem Responses to Recent Regime 
Shifts in the North Pacific, spent six years 
serving on the US GLOBEC scientific steering 
committee, and was a member of the National 
Research Council's panel on the Alaska 
Groundfish Fishery and Stellar Sea Lions. Dr. 
Mantua currently serves on the PICES 
physical oceanography and climate 
committee and is a member of the Royal 
Society of Canada Expert Panel on Sustaining 
Canada’s Marine Biodiversity: Responding to 
the Challenges Posed by Climate Change, 
Fisheries and Aquaculutre. 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Dr. Reynolds has held a wide range of 
scientific advisory positions, including the BC 
Pacific Salmon Forum and the Skeena 
Independent Science Review Panel. He has 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and participation in ecosystem research on 
the British Columbia Central Coast, and (ii) 
collaborative research on interactions 
between fish farms, sea lice, and wild Pacific 
salmon.  
 
Dr. Routledge has also worked with the 
Pacific Salmon Commission on alterations to 
their hydroacoustic estimation of fish passage 
in the Fraser River, and has developed models 
for generating theoretical insight on mixed‐
stock fisheries, extinction risks, and 
incorporating uncertainty into forest 
management decisions. He served on the 
Fraser River Sockeye Public Review Board in 
1994‐1995, and was a founding member of 
the Pacific Fisheries Resource Conservation 
Council.  
 
Rick has been a faculty member at Simon 
Fraser University since 1980, and served as 
Chair of the Department of Statistics and 
Actuarial Science from 2004 to 2007. He was 
a co‐recipient of the Vancouver Aquarium 
Murray A. Newman Award for Excellence in 
Aquatic and Marine Conservation and 
Research in 2002. 
 
Michael Staley, BSc, MSc, Registered 
Professional Biologist, completed his post 
graduate work at the Institute for Animal 
Resource Ecology at UBC under Dr Carl 
Walters where he also spent several years as 
a research associate working mainly on 
population dynamics and fisheries 
management issues related to Fraser River 
sockeye. 
 
For the past 20 years he has worked as a 
fisheries advisor for First Nations in BC. He is 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David Welch is the president and founder of 
Kintama Research Corporation.  David has a 
B.Sc. in Biology and Economics from the 
University of Toronto and a Ph.D. in 
Oceanography from Dalhousie University.  For 
the first 20 years of his career David worked 
for DFO's Pacific Biological Station in 
Nanaimo.  David developed the original 
concept of building continental‐scale marine 
tracking arrays to resolve critical issues in 
salmon management. David founded Kintama 
to begin evaluating sensor technology for this 
purpose, and to develop the required 
technology for building large‐scale & highly 
efficient telemetry arrays. Amongst other 
uses, the telemetry array has been used to 
develop the first whole‐life measurements of 
marine survival for Cultus Lake (Fraser River) 
sockeye, from their departure from the lake as 
smolts to their return to the lake as adults two 
years later. 
 


