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Wednesday, 10 June 2020  
 

Workshop Summary Report 
 
Workshop Objectives 
The workshop aimed to: 

• Share ongoing efforts to establish groundwater management plans in Greater Vancouver; 
• ; 

•  Discuss the role of green infrastructure in meeting groundwater management targets; and, 
•  Create connections to help groundwater management plans succeed 

 

General Principles of Groundwater Management 
• Groundwater is a valuable resource that can improve municipal resilience to climate change. 
• Effective stakeholder engagement is a key component of successful groundwater 

management. 
• Groundwater reserves are an important component of healthy ecosystems. 
• The quality and quantity of groundwater and surface water are strongly linked; groundwater 

management plans should include and consider efforts to protect surface water. 
• Green Infrastructure can play an important role in effective groundwater management. 
• Groundwater management planning should be informed by high-quality data and science. 

 
Goals of Groundwater Management Planning  planning. 

• Acknowledgement and accounting for linkages between groundwater and surface water. 
• Interfacing with management processes at multiple levels of government.  
• Public outreach to ensure staying abreast of emerging challenges and issues. 
• Allocation of sufficient capital and human resources.
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Key Discussion Points 
• 
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Addressing Policy Hurdles 
• Cross-Canada dialogue on synchronized policies for groundwater management; considering 

the Canadian Council of Ministers of Environnment (CCME) as a vehicle for this dialogue.  
• Explore potential legal exposure of municipalities if intentional changes to groundwater levels 

damage property or infrastructure. 
• Develop options for incorporating privately collected groundwater data into municipal 

groundwater models.  
• Explore existing regulatory hurdles to using groundwater for greywater applications in 

Greater Vancouver area. 
• Examine standards and guidelines related to groundwater quality and surface water quality 

intended for infiltration that have been adopted by other municipalities. 
 

Workshop Attendees 
Simon Fraser University  
  Zafar Adeel, Executive Director PWRC  

Jesse Hahm, Assistant Professor, Department of Geography  
Andrea McDonald, Student, Master of Resource Management  
Nick Mead-Fox, Student, Master of Resource Management  

B.C. Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy 
  Jillian Kelley, Knowledge Management  
Tsleil-Waututh Nation  

Lindsey Ogston, Environmental Stewardship Coordinator  
City of Surrey  

Wayne Chung, Drainage Section, Engineering Department  
Fraser Basin Council  

Kelsey Taylor, Program Coordinator, Salmon-Safe BC Program 
City of Vancouver  

Chris Despin – Green Infrastructure Implementation  
Allanah Grande – Hydrogeologist and Policy Planner  
Paul Lingl – Utilities Modelling and Data Management  
Michelle Revesz – One Water Strategy  
Mike Simpson - Utilities Modelling & Monitoring  
Tonia Zouneko – Senior Geotechnical Engineer 

AECOM – Authors of the City of Vancouver Citywide Groundwater Model  
Chris Donnelly, BC Groundwater Modelling Lead 
Ryan Mills, Senior Hydrogeologist 

British Columbia Institute of Technology 
  Alan Shapiro, Instructor 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
  Ian Rogalski, Senior Analyst 
International Participants: 

Amira Fawzy Almaz, Assoc. Prof., Faculty of Engineering, Horus University, Egypt 
Marnife Jane Ocop, Student, University of the Philippines, Los Baños, the Philippines 
Riham Salah, Lecturer, Faculty of Engineering, Horus University, Egypt 



 


