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become akin to an extractive resource through which property owners can use the system to their

benefit by the selective exclusion of others from it through eviction. This framework as property

as a resource directly leads to relationships in which one party, such as a landlord, holds the

power while the other party, such as a tenant, holds the liability creating an uneven power

relationship that can influence vulnerability. This highlights how if housing is seen as a resource,

not a right, and people are excluded from it because for example their rent increases and they can

not afford it, they could be forced to either move or cut costs elsewhere. Straining their financial

or social supports which could in turn lead to a state of poverty. A point which is supported by

Ramiller (2021) as he suggests that “eviction has been associated with increased risk of job loss,

higher rates of depression, worse health outcomes and higher stress levels” emphasizing how

when someone is burdened in one area of their life, such as through an eviction, other areas of

their life can also feel the effects.

History: Vancouver

Tenant Acts and rental eviction information is relatively new. It is only the year 1970 that

marks the “first successful action undertaken by a tenant to prevent an eviction.” (Vancouver Sun

of June 5, 1970 as seen in week 6 lecture slides) Most of the rights that tenants have in B.C

today were fought for by activists and working class renters throughout the 1970s. (The

mainlander)

At present, there is an increase in rental evictions that is argued to be the consequence of

our current housing situation, where house prices have doubled within the past 15 years (Xuereb

et al. 2021). This data is from a 2021 study done at UBC (Xuereb et al. 2021), and is known to
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