


philosophy of mind/psychology and language/linguistics. But I am now about to start an SSHRC supported 
project entitled “The Epistemology of Social Prejudice,” which I hope will result in a book manuscript over the 
next couple of years. Additionally, I have done a fair amount of work in political philosophy, and occasionally 
dabble in the odd bit of history. I teach and supervise across all these areas. 

PERSONAL SITE: http://endrebegby.synthasite.com/ 

 

Sam Black 
Areas of Interest 
Social and Political Philosophy, Ethics, History of 17th Century Philosophy 

Current Research Projects 
I began my career in political philosophy examining the relationship between individual and group rights. Since 
then, my interests have come to embrace more foundational questions in social philosophy. The three projects 
on which I am currently working include: (1) the place of skepticism in an adequate theory of public reason, (2) 
the historical role that skepticism played in the development of seventeenth century moral and political 
philosophy, and (3) a book length manuscript that defends an account of reasons to be moral. 
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http://www.sfu.ca/%7Ejillmc


My research interests have focused on early modern philosophy, and in particular on how early modern 
conceptions of human nature impact accounts of human understanding, both of our perceptions of the world 
and in our ability to have knowledge of it. Of particular interest is the role of affective states, including pleasure, 
pain, and the passions or emotions, in our understanding (rather than in our motivations to action). To hone in 
on the problem I am interested in, I have focused on Descartes, Spinoza and Hume, as well as Condillac, but am 
growing interested in Malebranche. 

Related to this interest, I am currently editing a volume on Pleasure for the new Oxford Philosophical Concepts 
series. Essays in the volume will examine philosophical accounts from Aristotle through contemporary 
philosophy that foreground aspects of pleasure other than its role in motivating action.  I am also hoping to 
return to my book manuscript, tentatively titled: Descartes through The Passions of the Soul. In it I aim to show 
how the Passions lends insight into Descartes' ontology, his account of body-mind causation (and causation 
generally) and his philosophy of mind. 

I'm committed to current efforts to rehabilitate writings of the women philosophers of the early modern period. 
These women include (but are not limited to) Moderata Fonte, Marie de Gournay, Princess Elisabeth of 
Bohemia, Margaret Cavendish, Mary Astell, Madame de Sevigne, Catherine Cockburn Trotter, Olympe de 
Gouges, Emilie du Chatelet, Gabrielle Suchon, Marie Thiroux D'Arconville, to name a few. To this end, I'm 
interested in historiographical and well as philosophical issues. 

Electronic versions of publications, as well as drafts of works in progress, can be found 
at lisacshapiro.wordpress.com. 

 

VIVA FASS Listing: 

Theories of Value and Moral Responsibility 
Theories of Knowledge 
Subjectivity or First-Personal Experience 

http://lisacshapiro.wordpress.com/
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